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If you don’t happen to know Glenn Lewis’ name, it’s because he does 
what perhaps a handful of other divorce and family law firms in the 
country do—he finds the way to win high-profile, high-risk and high net 
worth cases, while doing it all discreetly, without calling attention to  
himself or his clients. Mr. Lewis and his longtime, elite team of attorneys 
practice primarily in Maryland, D.C. and Virginia; they are highly  
selective with the cases they agree to take on, letting word of often 
stunning successes bring people to them.  And do they come, in ever 
greater numbers: from corporate titans, athletes, movie and media stars, 
senators, congressmen, judges and lawyers, to the spouse of any of the 
above; in each instance, they seek one thing: to walk away with what is 
most important in their lives. “It’s getting to raise children you would 
have lost, living in a state you want to live in, securing a business or 
great financial wealth otherwise destined to disappear; or, perhaps,  
preserving and guarding against losing the same to an ill-motivated or 
undeserving spouse. It sometimes can include the need to obtain  
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complete freedom from the other’s grip of control; often, the mission 
includes to do all of that while also still keeping a lifetime secret. As 
well and depending on position, it may be not having to pay alimony 
or the opposite: to secure enough wealth and alimony to live well for a 
lifetime and for a legacy beyond. These cases literally changes people’s 
lives,” says Mr. Lewis. 

Whatever the reader may not know is known quite well to Lewis’  
clients as well as his peers in the law and on the bench. Lewis has 
devoted thousands of hours to legal education, policy improvements 
and bar leadership. He is also among the most respected and honored 
icons in his profession, evident in so many ways, among them, how 
peers describe him as their choice if divorcing themselves; when  
honoring what they describe as his legendary courtroom skills, strategic 
vision and passion. Perhaps the best evidence of his regard in the  
profession is a wall full of recognitions and awards achieved by peer 
review and selection. 

Visibility aside, the duality presented by his work is fascinating in 
itself: despite that these kinds of cases happen every day, each  
presents its own unique drama and set of circumstances, begging to 
be treated with equally unique strategy and focus. “When people are 
looking for a divorce or family lawyer, it’s usually the most important 
decision in their life.  This is no cliché: such outcomes are enormously 
important and priceless.... what occurs is usually the most meaningful 
thing that can happen to a person,” says Mr. Lewis.  

Among such inconceivable victories was the recent one involving a 
woman seeking divorce in a long-term marriage, following six years of 
separation. She sold a medical testing company formed early in  
marriage, for tens of millions of dollars. Her estranged husband 
believed he was more than entitled to share in her good fortune.  
Mr. Lewis and team thought a more equitable outcome was deserved 
and looked to make it happen. Through trademark digging and use of 
discovery, they developed a solid but unprecedented legal argument. 

As ever, the firm relentlessly worked to try and avoid their client becoming 
yet another individual unfairly losing fruits of hard work to an undeserving 
spouse. With little prior law on point, they went about finding a basis to 
create precedent, developing their case based on laws rarely invoked and 
less frequently sustained in court. First turning all stones and then weaving 
law and fact together, Lewis and colleague Donta’e Bugg presented an 
undeniably powerful case before a highly respected jurist. The court  
granted their novel pre-trial motion, finding that the law authorized and 
equity compelled his decision to rewind the company’s value back to the 
time of separation. “No question, legally and equitably, this was the right 
ruling,” Lewis comments. “Still, we are always grateful when a court shows 
fortitude and takes time to carefully consider such a pre-trial motion.” 
Lewis mostly hoped such ruling might impel settlement, thereby sparing 
his client the time and emotion of a trial. Fortunately, Lewis’ opponent also 
grasped the wisdom and power of the court’s decision. Having once 
demanded many millions of dollars, the client’s husband settled just 
before the trial began, walking away with a small fraction of what he was 
asking and, smiles Mr. Lewis, “exactly what he deserved.” 

Their client has not stopped thanking Lewis, Bugg and team. She wears 
an increasingly confident smile borne of personal vindication. Beyond  
preserving a fortune for her own benefit, she has done so for her children, 
grandchildren, charities and beyond. Moreover, she achieved something 
else, once seemingly unattainable. The process permitted her to reclaim 
the dignity stolen by her abusive husband. While repelling this long-term 
tormenter, she restored her personal narrative, re-establishing true validity 
in every sense: as a person, spouse, parent, remarkable entrepreneur and 
successful businesswoman. Even after separation, her husband had 
stalked her from afar, persistently working to bring her down and  
undermine her success. Her pain is ended; with this success, thwarting  
this last effort to score at her expense, she has gained a palpable, growing 
sense of peace and worth. She describes complete vindication and  
graciously credits the law firm for making it possible. 

About five years ago, Lewis and long-time partner Greg Nugent  
charted a slight change in the firm’s course, turning away all but a small 
percentage of qualified clients with the hardest cases and the most at risk. 
They now rely on a well-trained cadre of exceptional lawyers and support 
staff, each with trademark passion and desire to excel for the client. Rising 
star Aaron Christoff is Lewis’ most experienced sidekick, already winning 
on his own and shining in his own right. Together with Donta’e Bugg and 
Nupur Bal, this elite group just announced a long-admired acquisition.  
A high-respected big-firm commercial litigator, Jack Wuerker relishes his 
new environment. He becomes the firm’s first lateral hire since Mr. Lewis 
set his sights on Greg Nugent, a Maryland and D.C. shareholder  
(“the best lawyer I know”) who came aboard in 1997 from his own growing 
Maryland practice, following a stellar career as a Chicago prosecutor.  

All too often, The Lewis Law Firm’s workload involves picking up pieces 
and fallout left behind when a client first worked with another firm. After 
one session, these clients often remark how “we already seem to know 
more about them and their family than a predecessor learned in a year or 
more of representation,” relates Mr. Lewis, an unrelenting questioner who 
believes facts equal power and encourages his team to follow his  
example.  Unless where impractical, he sees little point and frequent harm 
in proceeding with a case until first processing all information at play in his 
client’s circumstance, be it family dynamics, medical history, or sometimes, 
even lifestyles of extended family members.  Unorthodox as it may seem 
from the outside, it clearly works: their staunch refusal to follow generic 
patterns of handling divorces is a process completely affirmed by their 
indisputably stellar record of outcomes and client satisfaction. The firm’s 
lawyers all attest to how often these outcomes once were literally  
dismissed as not possible. “Every day, we are pleased to achieve what was 
once believed or said by others to be impossible,” sums up Mr. Lewis.

T h e  L e wi  s  L a w  Fi  r m

 “Almost every day,  
we seem to win results 
someone once dismissed  
as unattainable.”
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MET   H ODOLOG      Y

This list is excerpted from the 2010 edition of The Best Lawyers in America®, the preeminent referral guide to the legal profession in the United States. Published for 
more than a quarter of a century, Best Lawyers® lists attorneys in 79 specialties, representing all 50 states and the District of Columbia, who have been chosen 
through an exhaustive survey in which thousands of the nation’s top lawyers confidentially evaluate their professional peers. The 2010 edition of Best Lawyers, which 
was published in November 2009, is based on more than 2.8 million evaluations of lawyers by other lawyers.

The method used to compile Best Lawyers remains unchanged since the first edition was compiled more than 26 years ago. Lawyers are chosen for inclusion 
based solely on a vote of their peers. Listings cannot be bought, and no purchase is required to be included. In this regard, Best Lawyers remains the gold standard 
of reliability and integrity in lawyer ratings.

The nomination pool for the 2010 edition consisted of all lawyers whose names appeared in the previous edition of Best Lawyers, lawyers who were nominated 
since the previous survey, and new nominees solicited from listed attorneys. In general, lawyers were asked to vote only on nominees in their own specialty in their 
own jurisdiction. Lawyers in closely related specialties were asked to vote across specialties, as were lawyers in smaller jurisdictions. Where specialties are national or 
international in nature, lawyers were asked to vote nationally as well as locally. Voting lawyers were also given an opportunity to offer more detailed comments on 
nominees. 

Voting lawyers were provided this general guideline for determining if a nominee should be listed: “If you had a close friend or relative who needed a real 
estate lawyer (for example), and you could not handle the case yourself, to whom would you refer them?” All votes and comments were solicited with a guarantee 
of confidentiality – a critical factor in the viability and validity of Best Lawyers surveys. To ensure the rigor of the selection process, lawyers were urged to use only 
their highest standards when voting, and to evaluate each nominee based only on his or her individual merits. The additional comments were used to make more 
accurate comparisons between voting patterns and weight votes accordingly. Best Lawyers uses various methodological tools to identify and correct for anomalies 
in both the nomination and voting process.

Ultimately, of course, a lawyer’s inclusion is based on the subjective judgments of his or her fellow attorneys. While it is true that the lists may at times dispropor-
tionately reward visibility or popularity, the breadth of the survey, the candor of the respondents, and the sophistication of the polling methodology largely correct 
for any biases. For all these reasons, Best Lawyers lists continue to represent the most reliable, accurate and useful guide to the legal profession in the United States.

Best Lawyers lists are available at www.bestlawyers.com. “Best Lawyers” and “The Best Lawyers in America” are registered trademarks of Woodward/White, Inc.
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It’s inevitable—at some point in your life, you’re 
going to need a lawyer, and you won’t always be 
able to predict when that need will arise. 

Estate planning, incorporating a business, and real 
estate issues all require top notch legal advice and  
guidance. You never know when you will face a sudden, 
life-changing event in which you don’t have the luxury 
of time. Perhaps you or a family member is involved in 
an accident or accused of a crime. These are serious 
matters for which you will need first-rate legal  
representation—fast.

You want an advisor who listens to and understands 
you, who can provide you with the best guidance and 
advice possible. You need a lawyer who is competent, 
smart, caring, and hard-working—a trusted counselor 
who is ethical and has earned the respect of his or her 
peers.

Washington DC and Baltimore’s Best Lawyers® 
helps take the mystery out of locating a high-quality 
advocate to protect you, your family, your business and all 
other assets. The exceptional attorneys listed in this guide 

are only those attorneys listed in The Best Lawyers in 
America®. These attorneys were nominated by and voted in 
by their peers. Lawyers cannot buy their way into this guide. 
They must earn a spot through exemplary legal work that 
attracts the notice of their colleagues. To remain on the list, 
they must be at the top of their game, year after year. Best 
Lawyers, the leading referral list in the legal profession, and 
ALM, the nation’s leading legal journalism and information 
company, have teamed up to provide this invaluable resource 
for readers, whatever your legal needs may be. Lawyers in this 
guide are arranged by their legal specialty—from 
Administrative Law to Workers’ Compensation Law—which 
makes it easy to find the professional advice you need.

Whether you’re starting a business or selling one, getting 
married or getting divorced, patenting your invention,  
litigating a contract, or buying a home, there is a talented 
and highly competent attorney listed in here who can help.

Keep this comprehensive guide available for those  
times when you need a first-rate advocate to assist you.  
The lawyers listed in Washington DC and Baltimore’s  
Best Lawyers are eager to help.

B a l t i mo  r e  &  
W a s h i n g to  n  DC  ’ s  

B e s t  L a w y e r s 
®



The Malpractice Law Firm
Jack H. Olender & Associates, pc
888 17th Street, N.W., 4th Floor, Washington, DC 20006
Ph: 202.879.7777 • www.olender.com

T h e  M a l p r a c t i c e  L a w  F i r m
J a c k  H .  O l e n d e r  &  A s s o c i a t e s ,  PC

Jack Olender won the first multi-million dollar obstetric  
malpractice verdict in the country in 1976. His client was a little girl 
with cerebral palsy. Since then, he and his law firm have won or  
settled more than 200 cases upwards of a million dollars each. 
Many of the cases have been for children who suffered cerebral 
palsy from labor and delivery mistakes. Dr. Robert Chabon, a board 
certified pediatrician and lawyer is of-counsel to the firm and helps 
screen and prepare cases.

Jack Olender is widely known throughout the area as “King 
of Malpractice” and this year Sandra Robinson was named “Queen  
of Malpractice.” The firm has been described in the media as  
“The Heavyweight Malpractice Firm.”

The Malpractice Law Firm represents, on a contingent fee 
basis, people catastrophically injured and families of people killed 
by substandard medical care and other negligence, which includes 
motor vehicle and defective product tragedies. There is no fee 
unless the firm obtains a settlement or collects on a jury verdict  
or court judgment. 

All five members of the Malpractice Law Firm—Jack Olender, 
Harlow Case, Sandra Robinson, Melissa Rhea and Karen Evans are 
recognized by their peers as Best Lawyers in America©.They all 
have the highest rating, AV, from Martindale Hubbell. Four have 
been elected “Trial Lawyer of the Year” by the Trial Lawyers 
Association of Metropolitan Washington, D.C. One of the firm’s 

attorneys, Karen Evans, is a registered nurse as well as a lawyer. For 
ten years, she was a defense lawyer for physicians’ and hospitals’ 
insurance companies before coming to the firm in 2000.  

Mr. Olender, who is the only plaintiff’s malpractice/personal 
injury lawyer named by the Legal Times as one of “The 90 Greatest 
Washington Lawyers of the Last 30 Years”, founded the practice to 
run not just as a business, but as a mission. He sums up the firm’s 
mission:  “I believe we are successful because our team is dedicated 
to achieving justice for our injured clients and their families to help 
repair their lives. We try to combine heart with our legal and  
medical skills. You’ve got to have the heart and the work ethic  
to really do a case right and do right by your client. We are lawyers 
who care.” 

The Malpractice Law Firm lawyers give back to the community 
by serving as officers and board members of a number of non-prof-
its. They serve the legal community with leadership positions in local 
and national trial and bar groups and are at the forefront of efforts 
to protect the civil justice system from destructive legislation.

Karen Evans Sandra Robinson Melissa Rhea

Harlow Case

Jack Olender
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as a Regent of the American College of Trial Lawyers. Stuart 
Salsbury’s more than thirty years of trial lawyer experience 
keeps him in a state of constant readiness to enter the  
courtroom, and his litigational prowess resulted in one of 
Maryland’s highest recoveries for a brain-injured child. Dan 
Clements is a former Assistant U.S. Attorney who has  
demonstrated his courtroom skills in more than one hundred 
jury trials with multiple million dollar verdicts. Mr. Adkins  
spent decades defending doctors and hospitals in medical 
malpractice cases, and now channels this intimate familiarity 
with the evaluation and defense methods used by insurance 
companies into his representation of the plaintiffs. He has 
obtained several multi-million dollar jury verdicts, including a 
$17.4 million award in the District of Columbia.

Victims of tragic events deserve nothing short of the level of  
talent and the quality of representation the firm offers, and it 
aggressively seeks to provide them fair and reasonable  
compensation for their claims while paying heed to the sensitive 
nature of what has occurred. It is every attorney’s privilege and 
responsibility to secure fair compensation and a better quality of 
life for individuals who have unfortunately been affected by  

medical or professional negligence or 
defective products, and those individuals 
can expect SCBMA’s legal representation 
to provide them with nothing less.

300 West Pratt Street, Suite 450
Baltimore, MD 21201
ph: 410.539.6633 fax: 410.625.9554
www.scbmalaw.com

“Using  

imagination 

to find a  

different  

and better 

way to  

communicate 

to a jury  

produces  

success”

S a l s bu  r y,  C l e m e n t s ,  B e k m a n ,  M a r d e r  &  A d k i n s ,  LLC 

A commitment to excellence, well-honed 
courtroom skills, and stores of experience are 
just a few of the traits that Salsbury, Clements, 
Bekman, Marder & Adkins, LLC extend to 
those affected by catastrophic injuries and 
wrongful deaths. Often considered to be the 
premier plaintiff’s trial firm in the state, the 
attorneys at SCBMA have taken more than 500 
jury trials to verdict, and list five past-Presidents 
of the Maryland Trial Lawyers Association, 
three members of the American College of 
Trial Lawyers, and four members of the 
American Board of Trial Advocates amongst 
their ranks. “I think we have the most talented group of trial  
lawyers in the state, all of whom are able to relate to people and 
convert the complex to the simple and understandable in the 
courtroom,” says managing partner Paul D. Bekman.

With four members selected by their peers as  Best Lawyers in 
America® and a deserved reputation for competence, the firm is 
often the first stop for other attorneys who need advice or joint 
representation for their cases. The firm has the privilege of hosting 
both of the previous two years’ selections for “Baltimore’s Best 
Personal Injury Litigator of the Year” (as selected by Best  
Lawyers ): Paul D. Bekman and E. Dale Adkins, III. Both men 
received this high level of recognition at the hands of their peers 
within their area of specialty, out of respect for their life’s work. 

Paul D. Bekman’s dexterity in the courtroom has resulted in 
numerous multi-million dollar awards, including a recent $4 million 
verdict in Frederick, the first seven figure verdict achieved in that 
county. He is an outspoken leader of the Bar who currently serves 

F IRM     F A CT  :
The firm has more 
than 500 jury verdicts, 
including a $17.4  
million verdict for a 
woman who was left 
with permanent pain 
and disability after  
a student doctor  
delivered her baby 
through her bladder.

Paul Bekman E. Dale Adkins, IIIStuart Salsbury Dan Clements

E .  Da  l e  A d k i n s  III 

Personal Injury lit igation
B a lt i m o r e

Bet-the-Company Litigation – Columbus, OH Commercial Litigation – Columbus, OH

Pa u l  B e k m a n

Personal Injury lit igation
B a lt i m o r e

Bet-the-Company Litigation – Columbus, OH Commercial Litigation – Columbus, OH
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e x ceptiona        l  case  

The hospital has also implemented a  
simulation laboratory where doctors can 
practice responding to emergencies and 
using the best procedures.

“The hospital credits our case as causing 
this procedure to be followed, which 
should prevent other tragedies in the 
future,” says Olender of 
Jack H. Olender & 
Associates, who is known 
as DC’s “King of Medical 
Malpractice.”

In a similar case handled 
by Olender a few years 
ago, a young woman 
undergoing a routine 
gynecological procedure 
at a medical clinic went 
into cardiac arrest. The 
clinic was not prepared 
to respond to life-threat-

ening emergencies, and the woman died. 
The case settled during mediation. But  
the clinic also instituted changes to its  
procedures for advanced life support to 
ensure that in the future, they’d be  
prepared to appropriately respond to  
similar emergencies. 

Another case involved a child who was 
badly brain damaged as a result of a  
medical device that malfunctioned in a 
hospital and was not being used properly 
by the staff. The case settled shortly before 
trial. At the request of the parents, whom 
Olender represented, one of the condi-
tions of settlement was that a sum of 
money be set aside at hospital to present 
an annual seminar to the staff on proper 
use of the device so this kind of incident 
wouldn’t happen again. 

Olender says that it’s quite frequent that 
defendants will openly acknowledge the 
value of medical malpractice suits in 
improving health care. For instance, after  

n the popular eye, medical  
malpractice lawsuits are often 
viewed as a scourge on society, 
driving up health care costs and 
forcing doctors to practice  
“defensive medicine.”

But, in fact, many of the most significant 
improvements in health care and hospital 
procedures are the result of medical  
malpractice lawsuits. For that reason, there 
is a silver lining to medical malpractice  
litigation for the defendants, says Jack 
Olender, who has numerous examples 
from his own career spanning half a  
century as a medical malpractice attorney 
in DC. 

Many hospitals and HMOs have instituted 
changes in policies and procedures 
brought to light by lawsuits, thus  
preventing future injuries and deaths, 
Olender notes. Since the vast majority of 
healthcare workers are very devoted to 
best practices and genuinely seek to 
provide top-notch care, he finds that 
many hospitals, physicians, and other 
health care workers and institutions are 
eager to find ways to improve patient 
care and avoid mistakes. 

Take, for example, one of Olender’s latest 
cases, which has resulted in a hospital 
changing its paging procedures for 
responding to emergencies. A woman  
in the care of the hospital had stopped 
breathing and needed immediate  
resuscitation. Although an emergency 
code was broadcast through the hospital, 
it did not designate what kind of physician 
was needed and the woman suffered brain 
damage as a result. 

Olender sued, and the hospital settled  
the case for a confidential amount, 
ensuring that the woman—who is now in  
a persistent vegetative state—will receive 
the around-the-clock medical care she 
needs. Equally important, however, is  
that the hospital evaluated and changed 
its procedures for responding to  
emergencies, so that the appropriate 
medical specialty is directed toward the 
patient’s particular needs, says Olender. 

‘ T h e  K i n g  o f  D C  M e d i c a l  M a l p r a c t i c e ’  T e l l s  A l l 
J a c k  O l e n d e r  o n  H o w  M e d i c a l  M a l p r a c t i c e  S u i t s  

H e l p  S p u r  C h a n g e s  I n  M e d i c a l  P r o c e d u r e s

I
a major trial in which Olender landed a  
significant jury verdict, a hospital adminis-
trator mentioned to a friend of Olender’s 
that the lawsuit was a positive experience 
because it gave the hospital the impetus 
to re-examine some of its procedures and 
determine how to improve them. 

This type of response to 
lawsuits is quite common, 
says Olender, who holds an 
LLM in forensic medicine in 
addition to his JD. “We 
constantly run into this  
situation, where the  
system is in error and is  
not set up to give proper 
care, and when cases are 
carefully presented and  
it’s demonstrated what 
needs to be done, many 
institutions will make the 
corrections to  

protect people in 
the future,” he says. 
“In these cases, 
they’ll say, ‘Yes,  
we made an  
error and we will 

correct it.’ We see this repeatedly.”

Olender has historical perspective on the 
issue: He landed the first multi-million- 
dollar obstetrical verdict in the country, 
and his firm has had more than 200  
med-mal verdicts and settlements of more 
than $1 million. While ensuring that his  
clients are appropriately compensated for 
their injuries, Olender finds it rewarding  
to also provide a societal benefit by 
improving medical care. “We have a 
primary duty to our client to get the best 
result possible but we also have some 
ancillary duty to the public to make things 
safer,” says Olender.

That result happens time and again, he 
adds. “There are all kinds of opportunities 
to enhance the quality of medical care that 
flows from malpractice suits,” says 
Olender. “I think they are one of best 
deterrents you can have to having repeti-
tions. If medical mistakes are not exposed 
and prosecuted, they can go on forever.”

 “ I f  m e d i c a l  m i s ta k e s  a r e  n o t  e x p o s e d  
      and prosecuted , they can go on forever.” 
                                                – J a c k  O l e n d e r 
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The attorneys at Kuder, Smollar & Friedman, PC are 
committed to helping clients in the District of Columbia, 
Virginia, and Maryland navigate their way through  
difficult and complex family legal matters. 

The firm handles all matters pertaining to family law, 
including divorce, custody, and pre- and post-nuptial 
agreements, relying on the attorneys’ collective expertise 
and experience. Even though the firm’s lawyers are  
experienced litigators, they believe that cases should be 
resolved privately through agreement whenever possible, 
and that litigation should be used only when necessary. 
The firm’s attorneys are trained in alternative forms of  
dispute resolution and offer their clients creative  
solutions, whether through mediation, attorney  
negotiation, or collaborative law. 

Kuder, Smollar & Friedman attorneys are active in  
bar committees, and the firm includes members of the 
International Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, the 
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers and the 
International Academy of Collaborative Professionals. 
Kuder, Smollar & Friedman is also proud to have four  
of its attorneys selected by their peers for inclusion in 
The Best Lawyers in America®: Susan M. Friedman,  
Armin U. Kuder, Theresa M. Mihalik, and Paul R. Smollar.

1350 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20036
ph: 202.331.7522 fax: 202.331.0388 • www.ksflaw.com
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Paulson&Nace, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Since 1979, Barry J. Nace has represented plaintiffs in over 100 medical malpractice and drug product liability jury trials. 
He is the only Washington attorney who has been elected to serve as President of the Association of Trial Lawyers of 
America, the National Board of Trial Advocacy, and, twice, the Trial Lawyers Association of Metropolitan Washington, DC. 
What’s more, Mr. Nace is proud to have tried the two largest individual jury verdicts in Washington history.

Barry J. Nace has been repeatedly selected as one of Washington’s Best Lawyers.

Mr. Nace continues to build upon his unparalleled courtroom experience and record of success with fellow attorneys 
Christopher T. Nace, Jonathan B. Nace, Matthew A. Nace and Caitlin S. Palacios.  In the past year alone, Paulson & 
NaceÕs experience and tenacity have returned verdicts and settlements in excess of $10 million, securing the ÞrmÕs 
reputation as WashingtonÕs premier trial law Þrm and most trusted advocate for individuals.

1615 New Hampshire Avenue NW   |   Washington, DC 20009-2520   |   (202) 463-1999   |   www.paulsonandnace.com
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For 25 years, the lawyers of Schochor, 
Federico and Staton, PA have worked tirelessly 
to help victims recover financially and emotion-
ally from medical mistakes—including misdiag-
nosis, negligent care and surgery, and medical 
mismanagement. The partners are recognized 
leaders in the medical negligence field, and 
have earned the highest respect of their clients, 
judges, and peers in the legal profession.

The “A” Team: The Firm was founded by 
Jonathan Schochor, Philip C. Federico, and 
Kerry D. Staton—all three have been selected 
by their peers for inclusion in Best Lawyers in 
America® and have been variously listed in 
Who’s Who in the World, Who’s Who in 
American Law, Super Lawyers, Martindale-
Hubbell’s Bar Register of Pre-Eminent Lawyers, 
The Multi-Million Dollar Advocates Forum,and 
other reference works.

A Winning Formula: The Firm utilizes an exten-
sive and systematic approach to the investiga-
tion and preparation of medical negligence 
cases. They have a full-time team of highly 
qualified medical investigators and lawyers, and 
at least two lawyers try every case. Clients have 
access to their entire legal team, all of whom 
share the same goals: to successfully obtain full 
compensation for victims of malpractice in 
order to meet their financial needs; provide the 
highest quality of life; and restore dignity.

Jonathan Schochor is the managing and 
founding partner of the firm, as well as a past-
President of the Maryland Trial Lawyers 
Association and a member of the American 
Board of Trial Advocates. He has been the 
Maryland State Delegate and Governor to the 
American Association for Justice, has taught 
and lectured both locally and nationally in the 
fields of medical malpractice, medical negli-
gence and trial law, and has testified before the 
Maryland State Legislature on issues regarding 
medical malpractice.

Philip C. Federico is a senior and founding 
partner of the firm and is admitted to practice 
in the Supreme Court for the United States. He 
is a member of the American Association for 
Justice, the Maryland Trial Lawyers Association, 
and the American Judicature Society, serves as 
a faculty member of the Maryland Institute for 
Continuing Professional Education of Lawyers, 
Inc., and has testified before the Maryland State 
Legislature on issues regarding law, medicine 
and tort reform.

Kerry D. Staton is a senior and founding part-
ner of the firm and has served on the Board of 
Governors of the Maryland Trial Lawyers 
Association. He is a Fellow of the Maryland Bar 
Foundation, a member of the American Bar 
Association, the Trial Lawyers for Public Justice, 
the American Judicature Society, as well as 
being a permanent member of the Fourth 
Circuit Judicial Conference.

F IRM     F A CT  :
The firm has had a  
number of notable 
cases, including the 
establishment of a 
cause of action for the 
fear of AIDS in the State 
of Maryland, and the 
closing of a hospital’s  
in vitro fertilization  
program after proving 
that the director was 
misrepresenting the 
hospital’s success rates 
in order to lure in more 
women as patients.

Kerry D. Staton

Jonathan Schochor

Philip C. Federico

1050 Connecticut Ave, NW,  
Washington, DC 20036 
ph: 202.408.3300

1211 St. Paul Street,  
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
ph: 410.234.1000  
toll free: 888.234.0001

www.sfspa.com

Schochor, 
Federico and 
Staton, PA
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DONALD A. REA

Miles & Stockbridge | Baltimore, MD 
MARTHA LESSMAN KATZ

Morrison & Foerster | Washington, DC 
CHRISTOPHER D. FORD

Ober, Kaler, Grimes & Shriver | Washington, DC 
CARLYLE C. RING, JR.

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman | Washington, DC 
ROBERT E. ZAHLER

Proskauer Rose | Washington, DC 
JON A. BAUMGARTEN

Shapiro Sher Guinot & Sandler | Baltimore, MD 
WILLIAM A. MCCOMAS

Thomsen & Burke | Baltimore, MD 
ROSZEL C. THOMSEN II

Whiteford, Taylor & Preston | Baltimore, MD 
HOWARD R. FELDMAN

WilmerHale | Washington, DC 
J. BECKWITH BURR

Insurance Law

Chadbourne & Parke | Washington, DC 
DAVID M. RAIM

Covington & Burling | Washington, DC 
JOHN G. BUCHANAN III, MITCHELL F. DOLIN, SAUL B. 
GOODMAN, WILLIAM F. GREANEY, BENEDICT M. 
LENHART, ROBERT N. SAYLER, WILLIAM P. SKINNER

Crowell & Moring | Washington, DC 
CLIFFORD B. HENDLER, PAUL W. KALISH, MARK D. 
PLEVIN

Dickstein Shapiro | Washington, DC 
DAVID L. ELKIND, LEON B. KELLNER,  
MARK H. KOLMAN

The attorneys of Karp, Frosh, Lapidus, Wigodsky 
& Norwind—including veteran partners Ronald 
Karp, Brian Frosh, Larry Lapidus, Jeffrey 

Wigodsky,  Lee Norwind, Phil Kessel, and Jack Gold—
are all united by the common desire to help exact ret-
ribution for the victims of catastrophic personal injuries 
and affronts to their rights. The AV-rated firm’s attor-
neys, many of whom were singled out by their peers 
for inclusion in this year’s Best Lawyers in America®, are 
the heart of the firm’s service, and the reason for its 
outstanding reputation among clients and colleagues 
alike—more than fifty percent of its major cases come 
via referring attorneys that trust Karp Frosh to pursue 
justice for their clients. Karp Frosh lawyers have also 
been selected as Super Lawyers. All of these selections, as 
well as the highest rating possible from Martindale-
Hubbell, are based upon ratings from other lawyers. 
Indeed, the firm is proud to count amongst its clients—
lawyers and judges. 

Karp Frosh has achieved a great deal of recent suc-
cess through their work in several prominent truck 
accident cases (including a $9.4 million dollar lifetime 
payout for the victim of a truck that crossed the center 
lane), which have been prominently featured in The 
Washington Post and on the NBC Nightly News with 

Brian Williams. “Our team approach to cases levels the 
playing field against larger firms. After 35 years at the 
bar I still see our mission as comforting the afflicted 
and afflicting the comfortable,” says Mr. Karp, a con-
sistent selection for Best Lawyers.

Visit the firm’s website and click on the button 
marked “Do I Have a Case?” to chat with the 
firm’s attorneys. The firm now has full time  
offices in all three area jurisdictions.

1133 Connecticut Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20036 
Ph: 202.822.3777

2273 Research Blvd. 
Rockville, MD 20850 
Ph: 301.948.3800

1737 King Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
Ph: 703.535.8777

www.karpfrosh.com

w e  m e a s u r e  o u r  s u c c e s s  b y  t h e  l i v e s  w e  c h a n g e .

Lapidus, Wigodsky 
& Norwind ,  P.A.

Karp Frosh
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DLA Piper | Baltimore, MD 
JOSEPH G. FINNERTY, JR.

Funk & Bolton | Baltimore, MD 
BRYAN D. BOLTON, DAVID M. FUNK

Hogan & Hartson | Washington, DC 
WILLIAM J. BOWMAN

Howrey | Washington, DC 
ROBERT H. SHULMAN

Jenner & Block | Washington, DC 
MATTHEW L. JACOBS, LORELIE S. MASTERS

Kelley Drye & Warren | Washington, DC 
JOHN E. HEINTZ

Kilpatrick Stockton | Washington, DC 
BARRY J. FLEISHMAN

Kramon & Graham | Baltimore, MD 
LEE H. OGBURN

Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell | Washington, DC 
WILLIAM J. KELTY III

McDermott Will & Emery | Washington, DC 
MARGARET H. WARNER

Schwartz & Metz | Baltimore, MD 
JOSEPH A. SCHWARTZ III

Semmes Bowen & Semmes | Baltimore, MD 
ALAN N. GAMSE

Steptoe & Johnson | Washington, DC 
JAMES E. ROCAP III, ROGER E. WARIN

Troutman Sanders | Washington, DC 
GARY DIXON

Whiteford, Taylor & Preston | Baltimore, MD 
GEORGE J. BACHRACH

Wiley Rein | Washington, DC 
THOMAS W. BRUNNER, LAURA A. FOGGAN

Intellectual Property Law

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld | Washington, DC 
ARTHUR WINEBURG

Arent Fox | Washington, DC 
ANTHONY V. LUPO

Astrachan, Gunst & Thomas | Baltimore, MD 
JAMES B. ASTRACHAN, CHARLES F. MORGAN

Baker & McKenzie | Washington, DC 
KEVIN M. O’BRIEN

Banner & Witcoff | Washington, DC 
JOSEPH M. POTENZA

Covington & Burling | Washington, DC 
RODERICK R. MCKELVIE, GEORGE F. PAPPAS,  
RICHARD RAINEY, CHRISTOPHER N. SIPES

Dechert | Washington, DC 
RALPH OMAN

Dewey & LeBoeuf | Washington, DC 
ANTHONY W. SHAW

Dickstein Shapiro | Washington, DC 
JON D. GROSSMAN, GARY M. HOFFMAN,  
CHARLES D. OSSOLA

DLA Piper | Washington, DC 
ANN K. FORD

Dow Lohnes | Washington, DC 
BRUCE WIEDER

Finnegan, Henderson, Farabow, Garrett  
& Dunner | Washington, DC 
ROBERT D. BAJEFSKY, DONALD R. DUNNER, FORD F. 
FARABOW, JR., CHRISTOPHER FOLEY, LAURENCE R. 
HEFTER, DOUGLAS B. HENDERSON, THOMAS IRVING, 
GERALD IVEY, J. MICHAEL JAKES, BASIL J. LEWRIS, 
HERBERT MINTZ, RICHARD RACINE, ALLEN M. SOKAL, 
THOMAS W. WINLAND, E. ROBERT YOCHES

Fish & Richardson | Washington, DC 
RUFFIN B. CORDELL, MICHAEL J. MCKEON

Foley & Lardner | Washington, DC 
STEPHEN A. BENT, STEPHEN B. MAEBIUS,  
HAROLD C. WEGNER

Goodwin Procter | Washington, DC 
THOMAS J. SCOTT, JR.

Gordon, Feinblatt, Rothman, Hoffberger  
& Hollander | Baltimore, MD 
NED T. HIMMELRICH

Gorman & Williams | Baltimore, MD 
FRANCIS J. GORMAN

Howrey | Washington, DC 
CONO A. CARRANO, JOSEPH P. LAVELLE,  
WILLIAM K. WEST, JR.

Hunton & Williams | Washington, DC 
ROBERT M. SCHULMAN

Kaye Scholer | Washington, DC 
ALAN M. FISCH

Kelley Drye & Warren | Washington, DC 
NANCY LUTZ

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Washington, DC 
KENNETH M. KAUFMAN

Mayer Brown | Washington, DC 
CHRISTOPHER J. KELLY

McDermott Will & Emery | Washington, DC 
STEPHEN A. BECKER, JOEL M. FREED,  
RAPHAEL V. LUPO

Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp | Washington, DC 
ERIC J. SCHWARTZ

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius | Washington, DC 
MICHAEL F. CLAYTON, PAUL N. KOKULIS

Morrison & Foerster | Washington, DC 
G. BRIAN BUSEY

Ober, Kaler, Grimes & Shriver | Baltimore, MD 
E. SCOTT JOHNSON

Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton  
& Garrison | Washington, DC 
KENNETH A. GALLO

Perkins Coie | Washington, DC 
COLIN G. SANDERCOCK

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman | Washington, DC 
ADAM R. HESS

Proskauer Rose | Washington, DC 
JON A. BAUMGARTEN

Rothwell, Figg, Ernst & Manbeck | Washington, DC 
E. ANTHONY FIGG, R. DANNY HUNTINGTON, JOSEPH 
A. HYNDS

Shook, Hardy & Bacon | Washington, DC 
THOMAS T. MOGA

Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox | Washington, DC 
JORGE A. GOLDSTEIN, GLENN J. PERRY, ROBERT G. 
STERNE

Sullivan & Cromwell | Washington, DC 
MARGARET K. PFEIFFER

Venable | Washington, DC 
WILLIAM D. COSTON

Weil, Gotshal & Manges | Washington, DC 
MARK G. DAVIS, BRIAN E. FERGUSON

White & Case | Washington, DC 
JACK Q. LEVER, JR.

While skill and experience are a given, the thing that sets 
a good defense attorney apart from the rest of the  
crop is conviction. “One needs an ingrained desire to  

confront authority, and to champion the underdog. You also need  
a gut hatred for injustice,” says John Kenneth Zwerling, the senior 
partner at criminal defense firm Zwerling, Leibig & Moseley P.C. 

Lack of experience is not a concern for 38-year veteran Mr. 
Zwerling, who has been selected by his peers for inclusion in  
Best Lawyers in America®, a member of the Virginia State Bar 
Association’s Governing Council and founding president of the 
Virginia Association of Criminal Lawyers. He also served 12 years 
on the Board of Directors for the National Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers and is regarded as an expert in the area of Fourth 
Amendment search and seizure law and Fifth Amendment issues. 
Working alongside similarly respected colleagues, Mr. Zwerling 
represents parties in complex grand jury, trial and appellate  
advocacy, including notable trials of The Church of Scientology United 
States v. Mary Sue Hubbard et al. and  International Space Brokers, Inc. v. 
AON Corporation, Inc.

All of the attorneys at Zwerling, Leibig & Moseley PC take a 
strict team approach to all major cases, guaranteeing that at least 
two attorneys are assigned to each case and attend all hearings and 
trials. As lawyers have come to increasingly rely on juries in the 
protection of citizens, the firm’s selective caseload and careful 
approach ensure that no detail goes overlooked.

Zwerling, Leibig & Moseley PC
108 North Alfred Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Ph: 703.684.8000 fax: 703.684.9700
www.zwerling.com

Zwerling, Leibig & Moseley pc

From Left: Brooklyn, John Kenneth Zwerling, 
Andrea Moseley, Stuart Sears, Chris Leibig

Selected For  
Inclusion In  

The Best Lawyers  
in America®

John Kenneth
Zwerling
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Whiteford, Taylor & Preston | Baltimore, MD 
GREGORY M. STONE, STEVEN E. TILLER

Wiley Rein | Washington, DC 
JAMES H. WALLACE, JR.

Williams & Connolly | Washington, DC 
BRUCE R. GENDERSON

International Arbitration

Arnold & Porter | Washington, DC 
JEAN ENGELMAYER KALICKI

Baker & Miller | Washington, DC 
DONALD I. BAKER

Baker Hostetler | Washington, DC 
MARK A. CYMROT

Boies, Schiller & Flexner | Washington, DC 
WILLIAM ISAACSON

Covington & Burling | Washington, DC 
MITCHELL F. DOLIN, OSCAR M. GARIBALDI, EUGENE 
D. GULLAND, O. THOMAS JOHNSON, JR.

Crowell & Moring | Washington, DC 
ALEXANDRE DE GRAMONT, ALAN W. H. GOURLEY, 
ANDREW H. MARKS, STUART H. NEWBERGER

Horacio A. Grigera Naon | Washington, DC 
HORACIO A. GRIGERA NAON

Hughes Hubbard & Reed | Washington, DC 
JOHN M. TOWNSEND

Mark Kantor | Washington, DC 
MARK A. KANTOR

Ober, Kaler, Grimes & Shriver | Baltimore, MD 
M. HAMILTON WHITMAN, JR., JOHN ANTHONY WOLF

Sidley Austin | Washington, DC 
STANIMIR A. ALEXANDROV

Stephen M. Schwebel | Washington, DC 
STEPHEN MYRON SCHWEBEL

Steptoe & Johnson | Washington, DC 
LUCINDA A. LOW

White & Case | Washington, DC 
CAROLYN B. LAMM, DARRYL S. LEW,  
ABBY COHEN SMUTNY

International Trade  
and Finance Law

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld | Washington, DC 
WARREN E. CONNELLY, SPENCER S. GRIFFITH,  
LARS-ERIK HJELM, VALERIE A. SLATER

Alston + Bird | Washington, DC 
PAUL F. BRINKMAN, JONATHAN M. FEE, KENNETH G. 
WEIGEL

Arent Fox | Washington, DC 
MATTHEW M. NOLAN

Arnold & Porter | Washington, DC 
JOHN P. BARKER, LAWRENCE A. SCHNEIDER,  
MICHAEL T. SHOR, MARK H. STUMPF

Baker & McKenzie | Washington, DC 
STUART P. SEIDEL

Baker Botts | Washington, DC 
JAMES ADDISON BAKER IV, EVAN R. BERLACK

Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell  
& Berkowitz | Washington, DC 
HOWARD H. BAKER

Berliner, Corcoran & Rowe | Washington, DC 
BENJAMIN H. FLOWE, JR.

Blank Rome | Washington, DC 
PEGGY A. CLARKE

Bryan Cave | Washington, DC 
STANLEY J. MARCUSS

Cassidy, Levy & Winton | Washington, DC 
ROBERT C. CASSIDY, JR., CHARLES S. LEVY,  
JEFFREY M. WINTON

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton | Washington, DC 
MARK LEDDY

Constantine Cannon | Washington, DC 
DOUGLAS E. ROSENTHAL

Covington & Burling | Washington, DC 
HARVEY M. APPLEBAUM, STUART E. EIZENSTAT,  
PETER L. FLANAGAN, PETER D. TROOBOFF

Crowell & Moring | Washington, DC 
JOHN B. BREW, ROBERT A. LIPSTEIN,  
JEFFREY L. SNYDER

Dewey & LeBoeuf | Washington, DC 
ALAN WILLIAM WOLFF

DLA Piper | Washington, DC 
R. RICHARD NEWCOMB, C. CHRISTOPHER PARLIN,  
JAY M. TANNON

Fulbright & Jaworski | Washington, DC 
STEVEN B. PFEIFFER

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Washington, DC 
GRACIA M. BERG, JUDITH A. LEE

Greenberg Traurig | Washington, DC 
IRWIN P. ALTSCHULER, JAMES L. BACCHUS

Harkins Cunningham | Washington, DC 
PETER D. EHRENHAFT

Hogan & Hartson | Washington, DC 
MARK S. MCCONNELL, CLAYTON YEUTTER

Kelley Drye & Warren | Washington, DC 
KATHLEEN W. CANNON, MICHAEL J. COURSEY,  
DAVID A. HARTQUIST, PAUL C. ROSENTHAL

King & Spalding | Washington, DC 
JOSEPH W. DORN, STEPHEN A. JONES,  
GILBERT B. KAPLAN

Law Offices of Gary N. Horlick | Washington, DC 
GARY N. HORLICK

Law Offices of George R. Salem | Washington, DC 
GEORGE R. SALEM

Manatt, Phelps & Phillips | Washington, DC 
JAMES R. JONES, CHARLES T. MANATT

Mayer Brown | Washington, DC 
CHRISTOPHER P. B. ERCKERT, MICHAEL KANTOR

McDermott Will & Emery | Washington, DC 
DAVID J. LEVINE

McGuireWoods | Washington, DC 
MARK BRZEZINSKI

Miller & Chevalier | Washington, DC 
LARRY CHRISTENSEN, F. DAVID FOSTER, ROBERT E. 
HERZSTEIN, HOMER E. MOYER, JR., BARBARA A. 
MURPHY

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Washington, DC 
G. HAMILTON LOEB

Proskauer Rose | Washington, DC 
RICHARD H. ROWE

Shearman & Sterling | Washington, DC 
THOMAS B. WILNER

Sidley Austin | Washington, DC 
RICHARD M. BELANGER, BRENDA A. JACOBS,  
AMELIA PORGES, ANDREW W. SHOYER

Squire Sanders | Washington, DC 
SHANKER A. SINGHAM

Steptoe & Johnson | Washington, DC 
RICHARD O. CUNNINGHAM, LUCINDA A. LOW,  
MARK A. MORAN

Stewart & Stewart | Washington, DC 
ERIC P. SALONEN

Sullivan & Cromwell | Washington, DC 
EDWIN D. WILLIAMSON

Venable | Baltimore, MD 
BRYSON L. COOK

Weil, Gotshal & Manges | Washington, DC 
M. JEAN ANDERSON

Williams Mullen | Washington, DC 
JAMES R. CANNON, JR., THOMAS B. MCVEY, JIMMIE V. 
REYNA, EVELYN M. SUAREZ

WilmerHale | Washington, DC 
CHARLENE BARSHEFSKY, JOHN D. GREENWALD, 
RONALD I. MELTZER, ROBERT T. NOVICK

Winston & Strawn | Washington, DC 
WILLIAM H. BARRINGER

Labor and Employment Law

Abato, Rubenstein & Abato | Baltimore, MD 
STEPHEN W. GODOFF, H. VICTORIA HEDIAN

Baptiste & Wilder | Washington, DC 
ROBERT M. BAPTISTE

Barr & Camens | Washington, DC 
BARBARA CAMENS

Beins, Axelrod | Washington, DC 
JONATHAN G. AXELROD, HUGH J. BEINS

Bernabei & Wachtel | Washington, DC
LYNNE BERNABEI,  
ALAN KABAT
202.745.1942 | Page 30

Bredhoff & Kaiser | Washington, DC 
GEORGE H. COHEN, BRUCE R. LERNER,  
ROBERT M. WEINBERG

Charles R. Both | Washington, DC 
CHARLES R. BOTH

A n d r e w  E .  G r e e n w a l d

 Joseph, Greenwald & Laake p.a.

Known nationally and locally, Andrew Greenwald is a member of the 
District of Columbia Bar, Maryland Bar and the U.S. Supreme Court Bar. 
He is a graduate of the Georgetown University Law Center, with over  
thirty years of legal experience. 

In addition to his own clients, Mr. Greenwald is called upon by law-
yers from around the country to assist them with his expertise as counsel 
in their cases. A large portion of his cases are referred by other attorneys.  
As a founding member of the law firm of Joseph, Greenwald and Laake, 
P.A. since 1974, he conducts and oversees litigation of civil matters, including: medical malpractice,  
birth trauma and brain damage, product liability, personal injury and catastrophic injuries.

 Mr. Greenwald was elected Co-Chair of the Birth Trauma Litigation Group (2004-2006) of the 
American Association for Justice (AAJ formerly The Association of Trial Lawyers of America). The group’s 
focus is to educate lawyers that represent children suffering from cerebral palsy, irreversible brain damage, 
and other neurological disorders that resulted from complex medical birth trauma. 

He is a recent Co-Chair of the Medical Malpractice Information Exchange Group of AAJ. He is a  
member of other prominent organizations, including the American Board of Trial Advocates and the 
American Board of Professional Liability Attorneys. 

As a nationally known speaker and educator, Mr. Greenwald has been invited to lecture to professional 
groups including the American Association for Justice, other state trial lawyer associations, as well as medi-
cal and dental groups. He has been a faculty member of the Catastrophically Injured Child Seminar for 
AAJ. Mr. Greenwald contributes articles to advocacy publications and is featured in the book, The Best of 
Trial. His article on vacuum extraction appeared in the spring 2006 issue of the Maryland Trial Lawyers 
Association Trial Reporter. He has written and lectured on the obstetrical emergency, shoulder dystocia. 
Mr. Greenwald has been listed in Washingtonian magazine as a “Top Lawyer” in personal injury and is  
listed in Best Lawyers in America® under Medical Malpractice and Personal Injury. In addition he is includ-
ed in Who’s Who in American Law, Washington. D.C. and Maryland Super Lawyers, as well as 
Lawdragon’s 500 leading plaintiffs’ lawyers.

6404 Ivy Lane, Greenbelt, Maryland 20770
P.240.553.1196, 301.220.2200 • F.301.220.1214 • www.andrewgreenwald.com

“Each person has a unique story and unique needs. 
  I don’t just represent clients, I represent people.” 

– Andrew Greenwald 
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Covington & Burling | Washington, DC 
JEFFREY G. HUVELLE

Dickstein Shapiro | Washington, DC 
ROBERT J. HIGGINS, DEBORAH P. KELLY

Dispute Resolution Services | Washington, DC 
JOSHUA M. JAVITS

DLA Piper | Baltimore, MD 
RUSSELL H. GARDNER, RICHARD J. HAFETS,  
EMMETT F. MCGEE, LARRY R. SEEGULL

Ford & Harrison | Washington, DC 
HERVE H. AITKEN, DOUGLAS W. HALL,  
RANDY C. SPARKS

Fortney & Scott | Washington, DC 
DAVID S. FORTNEY

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher | Washington, DC 
BARUCH A. FELLNER, WILLIAM J. KILBERG,  
EUGENE SCALIA

Gordon, Feinblatt, Rothman, Hoffberger  
& Hollander | Baltimore, MD 
ROBERT C. KELLNER

Groom Law Group | Washington, DC 
IAN D. LANOFF

Heller, Huron, Chertkof, Lerner, Simon & 
Salzman | Washington, DC
STEPHEN Z. CHERTKOF,  
DOUGLAS B. HURON,  
RICHARD A. SALZMAN
202.293.8090 | Page 16

Highsaw, Mahoney & Clarke | Washington, DC 
JOHN O’BRIEN CLARKE, JR., WILLIAM G. MAHONEY

Hogan & Hartson | Washington, DC 
PAUL C. SKELLY

Hogan & Hartson | Baltimore, MD 
GIL A. ABRAMSON

James & Hoffman | Washington, DC 
DAVID P. DEAN, EDGAR N. JAMES, KATHY L. KRIEGER, 
JUDITH A. SCOTT

Jones Day | Washington, DC 
RONALD M. JOHNSON, ANDREW M. KRAMER,  
GLEN D. NAGER, STEVEN J. SACHER

Kahn, Smith & Collins | Baltimore, MD 
JOEL A. SMITH

Katz, Marshall & Banks | Washington, DC
LISA J. BANKS,  
DANIEL B. EDELMAN,  
DEBRA S. KATZ
202.299.1140 | Page 26

Kirkland & Ellis | Washington, DC 
JOHN S. IRVING, JR.

Kraft Eisenmann & Alden | Washington, DC 
BARBARA J. KRAFT

Law Offices of Joseph A. Yablonski | Washington, DC 
JOSEPH A. YABLONSKI

Lawrence T. Zimmerman | Washington, DC 
LAWRENCE T. ZIMMERMAN

Lebau & Neuworth | Towson, MD
Stephen B. Lebau, 
Richard P. Neuworth
410.296.3030 | Page 32

Littler Mendelson | Washington, DC 
ALISON N. DAVIS, PETER J. PETESCH, D. JAY SUMNER, 
PETER A. SUSSER

Mary K. O’Melveny | Washington, DC 
MARY K. O’MELVENY

Mayer Brown | Washington, DC 
ROBERT P. DAVIS

McDermott Will & Emery | Washington, DC 
ROBERT C. GOMBAR

McGuireWoods | Baltimore, MD 
DOUGLAS M. TOPOLSKI

Miles & Stockbridge | Baltimore, MD 
STEVEN D. FRENKIL, STEFAN JAN MARCULEWICZ, 
KATHLEEN PONTONE, STEPHEN M. SILVESTRI

Mooney, Green, Baker & Saindon | Washington, DC 
ROBERT H. STROPP, JR.

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius | Washington, DC 
GREGORY C. BRADEN, HARRY W. BURTON,  
CHARLES I. COHEN, ELEANOR PELTA, HARRY A. 
RISSETTO, JOSEPH E. SANTUCCI, JR., ROBERT J. 
SMITH, GRACE E. SPEIGHTS, E. CARL UEHLEIN, JR.

O’Donoghue & O’Donoghue | Washington, DC 
DONALD J. CAPUANO, ROBERT MATISOFF,  
SALLY M. TEDROW

Ogletree Deakins | Washington, DC 
HAROLD P. COXSON, JR., MICHAEL T. HEENAN

Osborne Law Offices | Washington, DC 
WILLIAM W. OSBORNE, JR.

Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker | Washington, DC 
BARBARA B. BROWN, JOHN GALLAGHER, NEAL D. 
MOLLEN

Robert B. Fitzpatrick | Washington, DC 
ROBERT B. FITZPATRICK

Saul Ewing | Washington, DC 
EDWARD R. LEVIN

Saul Ewing | Baltimore, MD 
HARRIET E. COOPERMAN

Serotte, Rockman & Wescott | Baltimore, MD 
JEFFREY E. ROCKMAN, NEIL SEROTTE

Shawe Rosenthal | Baltimore, MD 
ARTHUR M. BREWER, BRUCE S. HARRISON, ERIC 
HEMMENDINGER, J. MICHAEL MCGUIRE, STEPHEN D. 
SHAWE, GARY L. SIMPLER

Sherman, Dunn, Cohen, Leifer & Yellig | Washington, DC 
LAURENCE J. COHEN

Sidley Austin | Washington, DC 
VIRGINIA A. SEITZ

Sprenger & Lang | Washington, DC 
PAUL C. SPRENGER

The Law Offices of Kathleen Cahill | Baltimore, MD 
KATHLEEN CAHILL

Venable | Washington, DC 
ROBERT G. AMES, MAURICE N. BASKIN

Venable | Baltimore, MD 
TODD J. HORN, GEORGE W. JOHNSTON,  
RONALD W. TAYLOR

Webster, Fredrickson Henrichson Correia  
& Puth | Washington, DC 
BRUCE A. FREDRICKSON

Katz, Marshall & Banks, a 14-lawyer firm in 
Dupont Circle, specializes in the representation  
of corporate and environmental whistleblowers, 

plaintiffs in sexual harassment lawsuits, and other  
employees who find themselves in disputes with their 
employers. The firm’s lawyers are tireless advocates for their 
clients. When efforts to resolve cases informally are  
unsuccessful, they are equally at home in the courtroom, 
where they have achieved important victories. 

Currently, the firm is involved in a number of high-
profile cases, including a whistleblower case pointing to  
lax security at the United States Embassy in Afghanistan;  
a lawsuit alleging retaliation for reporting asbestos  
contamination at the Smithsonian; and a sexual harassment 
lawsuit against the Andre Chreky Salon, one of DC’s most 
prominent hair salons. KMB also recently won a five-year 
battle in Alabama over the right of workers at nuclear 
power plants to speak out about safety issues, and achieved 
a significant victory in the field of disability law before the 
United States Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit in a case against the FBI. 

The firm’s lawyers advise clients in a wide range of employment-related matters, from contract 
negotiations to severance packages to just about everything in between. “We are passionate about  
seeking justice for each and every one of our clients and holding corporate and governmental  
wrongdoers accountable,” says Debra Katz, who, along with KMB Partner Lisa Banks, and  
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Latham & Watkins | Washington, DC 
JOHN L. SACHS

Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy | Washington, DC 
JONATHAN A. MAIZEL

Morrison & Foerster | Washington, DC 
FREDERICK E. JENNEY, NICHOLAS J. SPILIOTES

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe | Washington, DC 
KEITH W. KRIEBEL

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom | Washington, DC 
GLENN J. BERGER, LANCE T. BRASHER, JEFFREY S. 
CHRISTIE, MARTIN KLEPPER, CLIFFORD M. NAEVE, 
ERICA A. WARD

Steptoe & Johnson | Washington, DC 
HAROLD I. FREILICH

Thompson Coburn | Washington, DC 
MICHAEL F. LAUSE

Vinson & Elkins | Washington, DC 
MARK R. SPIVAK

White & Case | Washington, DC 
VICTOR J. DESANTIS, EDWARD R. NEAHER, JR.

Public Finance Law

Arent Fox | Washington, DC 
RICHARD A. NEWMAN

Arnold & Porter | Washington, DC 
JEFFREY H. SMITH

Ballard Spahr | Washington, DC 
FREDERIC L. BALLARD, JR., JOSEPH A. FANONE, 
CHARLES S. HENCK, LINDA B. SCHAKEL

Funk & Bolton | Baltimore, MD 
DAVID M. FUNK

Greenberg Traurig | Washington, DC 
WILLIAM L. GEHRIG

Hawkins Delafield & Wood | Washington, DC 
JOHN M. MCNALLY

Hunton & Williams | Washington, DC 
ANDREW R. KINTZINGER

Lloyd Richardson

Lloyd Richardson
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McGuireWoods | Baltimore, MD 
ALAN C. CASON, EMERY B. MCRILL, ERNEST G. WILSON

McKennon Shelton & Henn | Baltimore, MD 
ELIZABETH A. MCKENNON

Miles & Stockbridge | Baltimore, MD 
HAROLD ALTSCHER, JOHN R. DEVINE, ROBERT L. 
DOORY, JR., JOHN A. STALFORT

Nixon Peabody | Washington, DC 
MITCHELL RAPAPORT, BRUCE M. SERCHUK

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe | Washington, DC 
PAULINE A. SCHNEIDER

Squire Sanders | Washington, DC 
JOHN C. HENRY

Thompson Coburn | Washington, DC 
MICHAEL F. LAUSE

Venable | Baltimore, MD 
JAMES E. CUMBIE

Vinson & Elkins | Washington, DC 
PAUL S. MACO

Whiteford, Taylor & Preston | Baltimore, MD 
DEBORAH H. DIEHL

David Wachtel Lynne Bernabei Alan Kabat

The attorneys at Bernabei & Wachtel, PLLC help individual clients 
with serious employment issues that can affect their work lives, 
families and careers. We tailor strategies to the circumstances of a 
client’s individual employment situation, and know that each client 
has a different goal. We pursue different types of employment 
claims on behalf of our clients—be their race, gender, age, 
national origin, disability, religion, retaliation, or sexual orientation 
claims. Having handled hundreds of whistleblower cases in all 
types of businesses and government agencies, we are accus-
tomed to fighting—and winning—against large corporate, politi-
cal, and government defendants. 

The Firm is nationally recognized for its expertise in employ-
ment law, sexual harassment law, whistleblower law, Sarbanes-
Oxley claims, and civil rights matters. The Firm’s three partners are 
all selected for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America®—Lynne 
Bernabei, David Wachtel, and Alan Kabat. Together, they bring 
more than 60 years of varied experience to those whose civil 
rights have been violated and whose employment has been ter-
minated unlawfully.

The Firm also works with the American Civil Liberties Union 
and other public interest groups in successful challenges to 
excesses of executive authority. Its members have appeared as 
commentators on national television and radio news shows, and 
in print media, and regularly publish articles on cutting edge civil 
rights and employment issues.

In addition to representing employees, Ms. Bernabei is a mem-
ber of the American Arbitration Association Employment Panel 
and Mr. Wachtel has been retained for internal investigations of 
employment matters.

1775 T Street, NW, Washington, DC 20009
ph: 202.745.1942 fax: 202.745.2627 • www.bernabeipllc.com

Bernabei & Wachtel, PLLC

B e r n a b e i  &  W a c h t e l ,  PLLC  
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1775 T Street, NW, Washington, DC 20009
ph: 202.745.1942 fax: 202.745.2627 • www.bernabeipllc.com

B e t- T h e - C o m pa n y  L i t i g at i o n , 
C o mm  e r c i a l  L i t i g at i o n ,  
C r i m i n a l  D e f e n s e : W h i t e  C o l l a r

Laura Ariane Miller, hailed as one of the 
“Top 20 Litigators” in Washington, DC, is 
Chair of Nixon Peabody LLP’s Government 
Investigations & White Collar Defense 
Practice. A tenacious advocate, she 

defends Fortune 500 companies, executives, and small-business 
leaders facing civil and criminal allegations involving securities 
fraud, antitrust violations, environmental infractions, and other cor-
porate governance matters. High-profile clients, including politi-
cians, government officials, and corporations turn to Ms. Miller for 
her ability to balance the demands of a public investigation with a 
minimum of public attention. While known for her courtroom abili-
ties, Ms. Miller is also highly sought after for her boardroom coun-
sel and expertise. She has served on a variety of distinguished 
boards, including ones at Yale Law School, Harvard’s Kennedy 
School of Government and at the University of Michigan. 

• Named one of the “50 Most Influential Women in America,”  
National Law Journal

• Selected annually for inclusion in The Best Lawyers in America®

• Honored annually as Super Lawyer (top 5% of attorneys  
in the Washington, D.C. area) Washington, DC  
Super Lawyers magazine

• Listed among the “Top Lawyers in Washington,”  
The Washingtonian 

Nixon Peabody, LLP
401 9th Street NW, Suite 900, Washington, DC 20004
ph: 202.585.8313 • www.nixonpeabody.com • lmiller@nixonpeabody.com

L a u r a  A r i a n e  M i l l e r
H e a lt h  C a r e  L a w

Al Adelman, a nationally recognized 
leader in healthcare law, has engaged 
exclusively in the practice of hospital 
and healthcare law for over 30 years. He 
serves as general counsel to several 
acute care hospitals in Maryland and as 
special counsel for numerous hospitals 
around the country.  

Although his primary focus is medical staff bylaws and gov-
ernance, credentialing, peer review and related hearings, and 
hospital-physician relationships and transactions, he regularly 
advises clients regarding issues related to governance, compli-
ance, patient care and consent, HIPPA, risk management and 
liabilities, fraud and abuse and Stark issues, regulatory matters 
such as investigations by licensing or regulatory authorities 
and tax exemption issues. 

Al is a principal editor and author of the Peer Review 
Hearing Guidebook, published by American Health Lawyers 
Association, and one of two faculty members for the AHLA 
Peer Review Hearing Officer Training Program. He served as 
President of AHLA in 2005-2006 and has made numerous pre-
sentations to hospital governing bodies, medical staffs and at 
national conferences.

Adelman, Sheff & Smith, LLC
180 Admiral Cochrane Drive, Suite 370
Annapolis, MD  21401
ph: 410.224.3000 fax: 410.224.0098
www.hospitallaw.com
aadelman@hospitallaw.com

S .  A l l a n  A d e l m a n

P e r s o n a l  I n j u r y  L i t i g at i o n

Tina Snee, founding member of Tina L. 
Snee & Associates, a boutique civil  
litigation firm, has been practicing law 
in DC, VA and MD for over 20 years. 
She has been selected by her peers 
repeatedly for inclusion in The 
Washington DC Area’s Best Lawyers, 

Virginia’s Best Lawyers and Virginia Super Lawyers, and was 
previously voted one of the Virginia Legal Elite. She is also  
distinguished as AV-Rated by Martindale Hubbell. Her career 
includes over 200 jury trials, as well as success at the appellate 
level in state and federal courts. She has also negotiated a 
large number of beneficial settlements through arbitration  
and mediation. Individuals and businesses seek out her  
representation in civil litigation throughout the metro area.  
“I am lucky to have a profession I very much enjoy, whether 
the case is a simple automobile accident or a complicated 
business dispute. Success in litigation or settlement takes  
hard work, thorough preparation, and once in the courtroom, 
experience and agility.”

Tina L. Snee & Associates

9401 Lee Highway, Suite 206
Fairfax, VA 22031
ph: 703.352.8833 Ext. 250 fax: 703.352.8881
www.tinasnee.com
tsnee@tinalsnee.com • tsnee@va-legal.com

T i n a  L .  S n e e
W o r k e r s ’  C o m p e n s at i o n  L aw
Benjamin Trichilo is a founder of Trichilo, 
Bancroft, McGavin, Horvath & Judkins, PC, 
a firm that has served individuals and  
businesses for more than a quarter  
century. After graduating from the 
Georgetown University Business School,  
cum laude, in 1971, he attended the 
University of Virginia School of Law, 

graduating in 1974. Following graduation, he served as law clerk to 
the Honorable Richard H. Poff of the Supreme Court of Virginia.

Licensed to practice in Virginia and the District of Columbia, his 
trial and appellate experience encompasses more than 30 years, 
and includes personal injury, workers’ compensation, professional 
malpractice, premises liability and employment law. He has  
handled many important appeals before the Virginia Supreme 
Court and Virginia Court of Appeals. Mr. Trichilo is a frequent  
seminar speaker, and continues more than a decade of service as  
a litigation mediator for the Fairfax County Circuit Court.

Honors include The Best Lawyers in America®, Outstanding 
Lawyers in America®, Virginia Super Lawyers® and inclusion in   
The Washington DC Area’s Best Lawyers®.  He has the highest rat-
ing of AV from Martindale-Hubbell®, and was recently invited to be 
a fellow in the Litigation Counsel of America®. Successful litigation 
requires the ability to solve problems. When handling cases,  
there is one simple, guiding principle: handle each case as if it is 
your own.

Trichilo, Bancroft, McGavin,  
Horvath & Judkins

3920 University Drive, Fairfax, VA 22030
ph: 703.385.1000 fax: 703.385.1555 • www.vadctriallaw.com

B e n j a m i n  T r i c h i l o
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Railroad Law

Bonner Kiernan Trebach & Crociata | Washington, DC 
JOSEPH S. CROCIATA

Covington & Burling | Washington, DC 
LINDA J. MORGAN

Hamilton & Hamilton | Washington, DC 
STEPHEN A. TRIMBLE

Harkins Cunningham | Washington, DC 
PAUL A. CUNNINGHAM

Jones Day | Washington, DC 
RONALD M. JOHNSON

Setliff & Holland | Baltimore, MD 
STEPHEN B. CAPLIS

Sidley Austin | Washington, DC 
G. PAUL MOATES

Steptoe & Johnson | Washington, DC 
SAMUEL M. SIPE, JR.

Real Estate Law

Abramoff, Neuberger & Linder | Baltimore, MD 
NANCY HAAS

Ain & Bank | Washington, DC 
SANFORD K. AIN

Arent Fox | Washington, DC 
EARL M. COLSON, JEREMY B. FOX, JOSEPH M. FRIES, 
RICHARD A. NEWMAN, DAVID M. OSNOS,  
EDWARD M. ROGERS, DEBRA D. YOGODZINSKI

Arnold & Porter | Washington, DC 
MICHAEL D. GOODWIN, GARY E. HUMES,  
STEPHEN W. PORTER

Ballard Spahr | Washington, DC 
ALLAN R. WINN

Ballard Spahr | Baltimore, MD 
MORTON P. FISHER, JR., CHRISTOPHER J. FRITZ, 
MARCI I. GORDON, THOMAS A. HAUSER, JON M. 
LARIA, MARK POLLAK, RAYMOND G. TRUITT, FRED 
WOLF III

Beveridge & Diamond | Washington, DC 
EDWARD S. WEST

Bingham McCutchen | Washington, DC 
KENNETH LORE, BARRY P. ROSENTHAL, ERICA WEISS

Covington & Burling | Washington, DC 
ROBERT J. GAGE

Dickstein Shapiro | Washington, DC 
HOWARD S. JATLOW

DLA Piper | Washington, DC 
JAY A. EPSTIEN, JAY EPSTIEN, JEFFREY R. KEITELMAN, 
FREDERICK L. KLEIN, KIM PAGOTTO

DLA Piper | Baltimore, MD 
GUY E. FLYNN, EDWARD J. LEVIN, RICHARD E. LEVINE, 
JOHN P. MACHEN

Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson | Washington, DC 
FRANZ R. RASSMAN

Gordon, Feinblatt, Rothman, Hoffberger  
& Hollander | Baltimore, MD 
TIMOTHY D. A. CHRISS, DAVID H. FISHMAN, SEARLE E. 
MITNICK, WILLIAM SHAUGHNESSY

Goulston & Storrs | Washington, DC 
DENNIS K. MOYER, SHELDON J. WEISEL

Greenberg Traurig | Washington, DC 
JEFFRY R. DWYER, NELSON F. MIGDAL

Greenstein DeLorme & Luchs | Washington, DC 
ABRAHAM J. GREENSTEIN, RICHARD W. LUCHS

Grossberg, Yochelson, Fox & Beyda | Washington, DC 
C. RICHARD BEYDA

Hogan & Hartson | Washington, DC 
BRUCE E. PARMLEY

Holland & Knight | Washington, DC 
DAVID W. BRIGGS, NORMAN GLASGOW, JR., ROBERT 
L. GORHAM, DAVID S. KAHN, ROBERT C. MACKICHAN, 
JR., WHAYNE S. QUIN, MICHAEL RUANE, TARA A. 
SCANLON, JANIS B. SCHIFF, DAVID C. SILVER, JEFFREY 
B. STERN, CHARLES W. TIEDEMANN, ALAN P. 
VOLLMANN

Jackson & Campbell | Washington, DC 
DAVID H. COX

K&L Gates | Washington, DC 
EDWARD BLOOM

Karp, Frosh, Lapidus, Wigodsky  
& Norwind | Rockville, MD
BRIAN E. FROSH
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Katten Muchin Rosenman | Washington, DC 
WENDY L. FIELDS, S. SCOTT MORRISON

Kramon & Graham | Baltimore, MD 
JEFFREY H. SCHERR

Lenrow, Kohn & Oliver | Baltimore, MD 
JAMES C. OLIVER

Leslie S. Ries | Baltimore, MD 
LESLIE S. RIES

Lindner & Associates | Washington, DC 
IRENE M. LINDNER

Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell | Washington, DC 
EDWARD E. ZUGHAIB

Mayer Brown | Washington, DC 
FRANK H. HENNEBURG, KEITH J. WILLNER

McDermott Will & Emery | Washington, DC 
BLAKE D. RUBIN

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius | Washington, DC 
GARY S. SMUCKLER

Neuberger, Quinn, Gielen, Rubin  
& Gibber | Baltimore, MD 
RICHARD RUBIN

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman | Washington, DC 
MAUREEN E. DWYER, JOHN ENGEL, JOHN T. EPTING, 
PHIL T. FEOLA, ALLISON C. PRINCE, WENDELIN A. 
WHITE

Press & Press | Washington, DC 
MORTON PRESS

Rosenberg | Martin | Greenberg | Baltimore, MD 
BARRY C. GREENBERG

Semmes Bowen & Semmes | Baltimore, MD 
JANE A. WILSON

Seyfarth Shaw | Washington, DC 
RONALD S. GART

The Margolius Firm | Washington, DC 
PHILIP N. MARGOLIUS

The McGlamery Law Firm | Washington, DC 
KEITH W. MCGLAMERY

Venable | Washington, DC 
LAWRENCE H. GESNER, ROBERT G. GOTTLIEB, PHILIP 
M. HOROWITZ, STEFAN F. TUCKER

Venable | Baltimore, MD 
JAN K. GUBEN, RUSSELL RONALD RENO, JR., KEVIN 
SHEPHERD, EDWARD L. WENDER, JAMES D. WRIGHT

Whiteford, Taylor & Preston | Baltimore, MD 
THOMAS C. BARBUTI

Wilkes Artis | Washington, DC 
STANLEY J. FINEMAN

WilmerHale | Washington, DC 
THOMAS E. D. MILLSPAUGH

Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice | Washington, DC 
RICHARD G. DAVID, JOHN D. HAGNER, PAMELA V. 
ROTHENBERG

Zuckerman Spaeder | Washington, DC 
PETER R. KOLKER

Securities Law

Alston + Bird | Washington, DC 
DENNIS O. GARRIS

Arnold & Porter | Washington, DC 
MARTHA L. COCHRAN, SCOTT B. SCHREIBER, 
MICHAEL D. TRAGER

Baker Botts | Washington, DC 
JAMES A. BAKER III, J. BRADLEY BENNETT, JAMES R. 
DOTY, R. STAN MORTENSON

Bingham McCutchen | Washington, DC 
NEAL SULLIVAN

Boies, Schiller & Flexner | Washington, DC 
DAVID ROBERT BOYD

Bryan Cave | Washington, DC 
THERESE D. PRITCHARD

Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft | Washington, DC 
BRUCE A. HILER

Clifford Chance | Washington, DC 
JOHN PAUL KETELS

Covington & Burling | Washington, DC 
DAVID B.H. MARTIN

Crowell & Moring | Washington, DC 
THOMAS A. HANUSIK, PHILIP T. INGLIMA

Debevoise & Plimpton | Washington, DC 
JONATHAN R. TUTTLE

Dechert | Washington, DC 
CATHERINE BOTTICELLI, PAUL HUEY-BURNS

Dewey & LeBoeuf | Washington, DC 
RALPH C. FERRARA, MARK S. RADKE

Dilworth Paxson | Washington, DC 
RICHARD S. KRAUT

We are a team of lawyers with decades of experience 

devoted to representing individuals and employees  

in employment and employee benefit matters and disputes. 

Our practice ranges from providing advice and counsel to a 

single client to representing groups and classes of individuals  

in complex employment and employee benefit litigation.  

We have successfully vindicated our clients’ rights throughout 

the country, in various state and federal courts. 

We congratulate Steve Lebau and Richard Neuworth for their 
inclusion in the Best Lawyers in America®.

Not a huge law firm, but a tough one—
Lebau & Neuworth, LLC

&L
N

Lebau Neuworth, LLC&
A law f ir m dedicated to  indiv idual  and employe e  r ig hts

Baltimore
606 Baltimore Avenue #201

Towson, Maryland 21204
tel. 410.296.3030 • fax. 410.296.8660

Prince George’s County
379 Main Street

Laurel, Maryland 20707

www.joblaws.net
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Seth P. Waxman
WilmerHale
Bet-The-Company 
Litigation

It was sitting on 
the plains of the 

Serengeti in the 
1970s that Seth P. 
Waxman, fresh out 
of college and living 
in a village in east 
Africa, decided he 
wanted to be a law-
yer. “It was where I 
thought I could 
make a difference, 
and be very stimu-
lated intellectually,” says Waxman, a partner with 
WilmerHale in Washington, DC, who wrote his 
law school applications on aerograms.

Today, Waxman is one of the top appellate  
lawyers in the country, having delivered 50 oral 
arguments in the U.S. Supreme Court. But he says 
he could not have envisioned his current career all 
those years ago. Nor is his path to appellate law 
something that others could easily follow. After 17 
years as a trial lawyer with a top litigation boutique 
in DC, he joined the United States Department of 
Justice and then served as Solicitor General of  
the United States from 1997 through January  
2001 before joining WilmerHale doing  
appellate advocacy. 

“Once I’d been Solicitor General, it became 
impossible for anyone to think of me as anything 
but appellate lawyer,” says Waxman, with a sense of 
amusement. “It would be totally false to say I had set 
my sights on it.”

There are literally dozens of cases he’s enjoyed 
working on “the most,” he says, including death 
penalty cases, which he finds very rewarding, and 
“cool cases” involving Constitutional issues of first 
impression. “What I enjoy most is that appellate  
litigation allows me to be involved in many more 
cases at any one time than doing trial work,” he says.

Waxman, who has argued a number of very  
significant Supreme Court cases, is among only a 
handful of practicing attorneys ever elected to the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences. He  
also holds the Jefferson Medal in Law, an honor  
awarded once a year and only rarely to an attorney 
in private practice. 

Rita M. Bank
Ain & Bank
Family Law

As a young mom 
many years 

ago, Rita M. Bank 
decided to attend 
law school because 
so many of her 
friends were law-
yers who enjoyed 
their careers. Bank 
says, “I have always 
been a ‘people per-
son,’ and I believed 
that practicing law would be a natural fit  
for me.”

Her instincts were right. Bank took to law 
school with a passion. After graduating, she 
clerked for the Hon. Gladys Kessler, a judge in 
the DC Superior Court, and during a six-
month stint with the judge in family court, 
Bank found her calling. “I loved it. I was 
hooked,” says Bank.

Thirty-one years later, Bank is one of the 
best-known family attorneys in the District 
and Maryland. At Ain & Bank, the firm she 
co-founded with partner Sanford K. Ain, she 
has handled scores of complex, sensitive, and 
challenging family law matters including 
divorces, child custody disputes, and related 
cases. She says she particularly enjoys helping a 
client “navigate what is often the most difficult 
time in his or her life.”

Under Bank’s expert guidance, clients not 
only survive the divorce process but many go 
on to new and very happy lives. With her 
encouragement, a number of her clients 
enrolled in law school and now are in success-
ful law practices of their own. Others changed 
careers or entered the workplace for the first 
time, Bank notes. “A number of former clients 
have remarried and invited me to their  
weddings! I would like to believe that the 
manner in which I conducted their case  
contributed in some small way to their  
ability to pick themselves up and try  
something new.”

Robert R. Michael  
Shadoan, Michael & Wells
Personal Injury Litigation

Robert R. Michael, first in his family to have 
completed college let alone graduated from 

professional school, became a lawyer because he 
saw the law as “a grand profession that dealt direct-
ly with the cornerstone of our democratic system.” 
Later, as he began to see the results his hard work 
would reap, he became “impressed with the oppor-
tunity and power a lawyer has to initiate change, 
right wrongs, and help people who would other-
wise never be helped.”

Today, handling catastrophic injury cases and 
achieving numerous multimillion-dollar verdicts 
and settlements for his clients, Michael finds his 
career choice  
most rewarding. 
“Personal injury liti-
gation is the vehicle 
by which the con-
science of the com-
munity is voiced,” 
says Michael, a 
partner with 
Shadoan, Michael 
& Wells in DC. 

“Jury verdicts 
are the only vehicle 
by which the public can meaningful communicate 
what is and what is not acceptable behavior by 
product manufacturers, doctors, hospitals, other 
drivers. Jury verdicts are also the public’s  
opportunity to right wrongs and balance the scales 
of injustice.”

Michael started his career with a small firm in 
Maryland in the early 1970s, where the senior 
partner handed off all the personal injury cases to 
the eager young associate. Michael found that he 
was fascinated with the medical aspect of personal 
injury practice, and he was hooked. He also enjoys 
helping people in desperate need, he says, adding, 
“Like any good trial lawyer, I enjoy the challenge of 
the courtroom in presenting these cases.”

Cases involving brain injured children are the 
most gratifying, he says, because he has a direct and 
critical impact on the quality of the life they will lead. 
“I continue to receive updates from parents on several 
children I have represented and who are progressing 
well even given their serious injuries,” he says.

Best Lawyers has named individuals as Lawyers of the Year in Washington DC, 
based on their particularly high level of peer recognition.

Bet-the-Company Litigation – Columbus, OH Commercial Litigation – Columbus, OH

2010 Lawyers of the Year2010 Lawyers of the Year

Washington DC Lawyers of the Year
Banking Lawyer of the Year: John D. Hawke, Jr. • Bet-the-Company Litigator of the Year: Seth P. Waxman

Corporate Lawyer of the Year: David B.H. Martin • Family Lawyer of the Year: Rita M. Bank • Real Estate Lawyer of the Year: Whayne S. Quin

Personal Injury Litigator of the Year: Robert R. Michael
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C r i m i n a l  D e f e n s e : 
W h i t e - C o l l a r

Barry Boss, Office Managing Partner 
of Cozen O’Connor’s Washington, DC 
office, focuses his practice on  
complex criminal matters. He has 
extensive jury trial experience, and 
has successfully defended individuals 

and corporations accused of, or investigated for, a 
wide range of criminal activity throughout the country 
including price-fixing, money laundering, fraud,  
environmental offenses, gambling, bribery, corruption 
and racketeering. A former Assistant Federal Public 
Defender, Barry co-authors Federal Criminal Practice,  
a treatise for criminal defense attorneys, and teaches 
at the George Washington University Law School, 
where he received the Distinguished Adjunct Faculty 
Teaching Award. He is a fellow of the American Board 
of Criminal Lawyers and was awarded Lawyer of the 
Year by the DC Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers in 2000.

Cozen O’Connor
The Army and Navy Building, Suite 1100
1627 I Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006
ph: 202.912.4800 fax: 202.912.4830
www.cozen.com • bboss@cozen.com

Barry Boss

Imm   i g r at i o n  L a w

Andrew Greenfield advises domestic 
and multinational employers, including 
leading technology, hospitality,  
professional services and consumer 
goods companies, financial and  
educational institutions, start-ups,  
nonprofit organizations and NGO’s,  

on all matters of U.S. immigration and nationality law,  
regulation, policy and compliance.  He counsels clients  
on visa/work permit matters and on the immigration 
consequences of M&A and other corporate reorganiza-
tions; I-9/E-Verify, H-1B/LCA and PERM compliance,  
including audit representation; and overall immigration 
program management. In addition to being selected for 
inclusion in Best Lawyers in America®, his achievements in 
the immigration field have been recognized by Legal 
Times, Who’s Who Legal, Chambers USA, Washingtonian 
Magazine, and Legal 500. 

Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen  
and Loewy, LLP
1101 15th Street, NW, Suite 700 
Washington, DC  20005 
ph: 202.349.2183 fax: 202.403.3683
www.fragomen.com
agreenfield@fragomen.com

Andrew B. Greenfield

L e g a l  M a l p r a c t i c e  L a w
Family Law, 
Personal Injury Litigation 

David L. Duff has spent the past 33 
years as a trial attorney, litigating all 
forms of civil disputes. Mr. Duff  
initially honed his considerable  
courtroom skills representing injured 

plaintiffs in personal injury matters, as well as handling 
a significant amount of matrimonial law cases. For the 
past twenty years, Mr. Duff has regularly represented 
clients who have been damaged by their attorneys 
through legal neglect, while continuing his divorce 
practice. His aggressive, yet highly professional, 
approach to cases involving legal malpractice  
produces successful results. Operating as The Duff Law 
Firm, Mr. Duff, along with three other lawyers in the 
firm, handles any civil matter  that requires litigation, 
with a concentration in family law, personal injury and 
legal malpractice. 

The Duff Law Firm
11320 Random Hills Road, Suite 630
Fairfax, VA 22030
ph: 703.591.7475 • fax: 703.273.4537
www.dufflawfirm.com • dduff@dufflawfirm.com

David L. Duff

B a n k r u p t c y  a n d  
C r e d i t o r - D e b t o r  
R i g h t s  L a w

As an active practitioner, Nelson 
Deckelbaum has been selected by his 
peers for inclusion in The Best 
Lawyers in America® annually since 
1987. He counsels and represents  

corporate and individual clients, including banks, on a 
variety of legal and business matters. An experienced 
litigator, Mr. Deckelbaum has tried and argued cases in 
the state and federal courts in the District of Columbia, 
Maryland and Virginia. His areas of practice include 
insolvencies; financial restructuring, commercial  
litigation and business transactions. In his insolvency 
practice, he represents both debtors and creditors.  
He has been active in civic affairs and for 10 years he 
was the legal member of the District of Columbia Real 
Estate Commission and is a past-President of the 
University Club of Washington.

Cooter, Mangold, Deckelbaum  
& Karas, LLP
5301 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20015
ph: 202.537.0700 fax: 202.364.3664
ndeckelbaum@cootermangold.com

Nelson Deckelbaum

T r u s t s  &  E s tat e s

Jane C. Bergner, a former tax trial 
attorney with the United States 
Department of Justice has practiced 
law in the areas of tax and trusts and 
estates for more than thirty years.  
She has extensive experience in tax 
controversy, tax audit, tax collection 

and tax litigation assistance before the Internal 
Revenue Service and the courts. Ms. Bergner is a 
Fellow of the American College of Tax Counsel, and is 
admitted to the Bar of the District of Columbia. She is 
a former-Chair of the Bar’s Taxation Section, as well as 
that Section’s Tax Audits and Litigation Committee. 
She is the author of several nationally recognized trea-
tises on tax controversy, litigation and procedure. Ms. 
Bergner is included in the directory, The Best Lawyers 
of America®.

LAW OFFICES OF JANE C. BERGNER
1776 K Street, NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20006
ph: 202.470.5520 fax: 202.719.4031
www.dctaxlawfirm.com
jbergner@jbergnerlaw.com

Jane C. Bergner

P e r s o n a l  I n j u r y 
L i t i g at i o n
Auto/Truck Accidents, Brain 
Injuries, Wrongful Death

Practicing law in Northern Virginia for 
more than 26 years, Thomas J. Curcio 
has built his practice one client at a 
time, by practicing law with commit-

ment, compassion and character. He is listed in The 
Best Lawyers in America® and Virginia Super Lawyers. 
He is a faculty member of the Virginia State Bar Law 
School Professionalism Program and the Virginia 
College of Trial Advocacy. Mr. Curcio is the lead author 
of the book  Evidence for the Trial Lawyer (now in its 
5th edition) as well as many articles on personal injury 
and trial practice. He maintains the prestigious 
AV-rating by Martindale-Hubbell, and speaks frequent-
ly throughout the Commonwealth on personal injury, 
trial practice, and evidence. Mr. Curcio currently serves 
as a vice president of the Virginia Trial Lawyers 
Association and as a Neutral Case Evaluator for the 
Fairfax County Circuit Court.

Law Office of Thomas J. Curcio PC
707 Prince Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
ph: 703.836.3366 fax: 703.836.3360
www.curciolaw.com • tcurcio@curciolaw.com

Thomas J. Curcio

F a m i ly  L a w

The attorneys at The Susan Hicks 
Group—a Virginia practice that offers 
a multitude of family law services—
understand their role during their  
clients’ time of crisis is to keep a  
balanced view of the situation; pro-
vide needed reality checks; and offer 

guidance throughout this difficult period. The firm  
handles varied family law matters ranging from com-
plex equitable distribution cases involving business 
valuations to volatile custody cases. While each case is 
unique, the firm operates under the premise that 
achieving resolution without litigation is almost always 
optimal for the client. All of the firm’s attorneys are 
experienced negotiators and appear regularly in court. 
Susan, herself, is a seasoned trial attorney who has 
practiced for over 25 years before numerous courts in 
Virginia. She is a Fellow in the American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers and former Chair of the Virginia 
State Bar Family Law Board of Governors.

The Susan Hicks Group PC 
9302 Lee Highway, Suite 700 
Fairfax, VA 22031
ph: 703.691.4848 fax: 703.359.0197
www.susanhicksgroup.com
info@susanhicksgroup.com

Susan Hicks

C r i m i n a l  D e f e n s e :  N o n -
W h i t e - C o l l a r ,  C r i m i n a l 
D e f e n s e :  W h i t e - C o l l a r

A highly successful solo practitioner for 
the past 20 years, Bernard Grimm joined 
Cozen O’Connor’s White Collar and 
Complex Criminal Defense Practice 
group in 2007. He has litigated more 

than 200 jury trials in multiple jurisdictions, representing  
clients in civil and criminal matters including many death 
penalty cases. He also served as a trial attorney with the 
District of Columbia’s Public Defender Service. A highly 
respected legal commentator for Fox News, CNN and 
Court TV, Bernie was recognized three times as a Top 
Lawyer in the Washington, DC Metropolitan Area by  
Washingtonian magazine and named R. Kenneth Mundy 
Lawyer of the Year. Bernie is a member of the National 
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers and served as 
president of the Public Defender Service Alumni 
Association from 1994-2002. He currently serves on the 
Board of Directors of Law Students in Court in  
Washington, DC.

Cozen O’Connor
The Army and Navy Building, Suite 1100
1627 I Street, NW, Washington, DC 20006
ph: 202.912.4800 fax: 202.912.4830
www.cozen.com • bgrimm@cozen.com

Bernard Grimm

P e r s o n a l  I n j u ry  L i t i g at i o n ,  
A lt e r n at i v e  D i s p u t e 
R e s o l u t i o n 
Civil Litigation
Rig Baldwin is a trial attorney in the 
areas of business litigation, profession-
al liability and products liability. He 
also serves as mediator for the federal 

and State courts, and is a member of ADR Maryland, 
an organization of active trial attorneys certified for 
alternative dispute resolution. He has been recognized 
as one of the top 1% of the trial attorneys in the United 
States by induction as a Fellow of the American 
College of Trial Lawyers. He has has been selected by 
his peers for the American Board of Trial Advocates, 
for The Best Lawyers in America® and recognized for  
inclusion in the Martindale-Hubbell Bar Register of 
Preeminent Lawyers. He is the former Chair of  
the Maryland State Bar Association Judicial 
Appointments Committee and former Chair of the 
Professionalism Committee.

Baldwin, Kagan & Gormley, LLC
15 School Street, Annapolis, MD 21401
1100 West Lake Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21210
ph: 410.974.9200 fax: 410.974.9241
www.BKGLAWFIRM.com
rbaldwin@BKGLAWFIRM.com

Rignal W. Baldwin, Jr.
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F a m i ly  L a w

Family law attorney Sharon Lieblich 
focuses her practice on traditional  
client representation and litigation in 
the counties of Fairfax, Loudoun, 
Alexandria, Arlington, and Prince 
William. Her firm opened a second 
office in Lansdowne in Loudoun 

County in the Fall of 2006. She is a Fellow and the  
current President of the Virginia Chapter of the 
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers, a Fellow 
of the International Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers 
and a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Virginia Bar Association, the American/Virginia Trial 
Lawyers Association and the Alexandria and Fairfax 
County Bar Associations. Ms. Lieblich is a highly 
regarded lecturer and frequently speaks on topics  
pertaining to matrimonial law. She also delivers  
the annual family law update at the Virginia State  
Bar convention.

Lieblich & Grimes, PC
3135 Mount Vernon Avenue
Alexandria, VA 22305
ph: 703.683.6300 fax: 703.683.0237
www.lieblichgrimes.com

Sharon K. Lieblich

L a b o r  a n d  Em  p l oy m e n t  L aw
Civil Rights Law

Wendy Kahn has represented the  
interests of employees and of labor 
organizations for more than 30 years. 
Her practice—like that of her  
colleagues at Zwerdling, Paul, Kahn & 
Wolly, PC—encompasses negotiations, 
arbitration, mediation, litigation,  

appellate advocacy and general counseling in  
employment related matters including constitutional 
rights, employment discrimination, collective bargaining, 
fair labor standards, and other labor and employment 
laws. Ms. Kahn has extensive experience representing,  
on both an individual and a class basis, healthcare 
employees—including physicians and university  
employees (including faculty members). She is a  
member of the Council of the ABA’s Section on Labor 
and Employment Law, and has published and spoken on 
state and local government collective bargaining, EEO 
law, pay equity and work-family issues. She is an award 
recipient from the Women’s Legal Defense Fund and  
The Women’s Law Center of Maryland, Inc.

Zwerdling, Paul, Kahn & Wolly, PC
1025 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 712
Washington, DC 20036
ph: 202.857.5000  fax: 202.223.8417
www.zwerdling.com • wlkahn@zwerdling.com

Wendy Kahn

L a b o r  a n d  Em  p l oy m e n t  L aw

Michael Wolly specializes in  
protecting the interests of individual 
employees and labor unions at every 
level of the legal system, including 
federal and state courts, arbitrations 
and administrative proceedings. 
Michael counsels employees in all 

kinds of jobs, from rank-and-file workers, accountants 
and account executives, to Directors and CFOs. He is 
an acknowledged expert in rail industry labor law and 
frequently is asked to make professional presentations 
to his peers. Michael is a member of the College of 
Labor and Employment Lawyers who has always 
enjoyed Martindale Hubbell’s highest rating. With his 
partners and associates, he offers committed, enthusi-
astic, and highly professional services.

Zwerdling, Paul, Kahn & Wolly , PC
1025 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 712
Washington, DC 20036
ph: 202.857.5000 fax: 202.223.8417
www.zwerdling.com 
mwolly@zwerdling.com

Michael S. Wolly

N o n - W h i t e  C o l l a r 
C r i m i n a l  D e f e n s e , 
W h i t e - C o l l a r  C r i m i n a l 
D e f e n s e ,  P e r s o n a l  I n j u r y 
L i t i g at i o n 

Rod Leffler is an experienced trial  
lawyer who has tried hundreds of  

civil and criminal cases in state and federal courts 
throughout the United States. He is a former Assistant 
Commonwealth’s Attorney for Fairfax County and 
served as a substitute judge for 18 years throughout 
Northern Virginia. Mr. Leffler is a Fellow of the 
American College of Trial Lawyers and has been called 
“The Man to See” in Northern Virginia by Legal Times. 
He has also been named one of “Virginia’s Legal Elite” 
by Virginia Business magazine and has been  
selected by his peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®.

Leffler & Associates P.C.
4163 Chain Bridge Road
Fairfax, VA 22030
ph: 703.293.9300 fax: 703.293.9301
www.leffler-law.com
rleffler@leffler-law.com

Rodney G. Leffler

Pu  b l i c  F i n a n c e  L a w

Lloyd Richardson is an attorney, 
trained mediator, and former  
diplomat with 20 years’ experience in 
financing infrastructure projects—
ports, airports, road and rail; water 
and solid waste systems; power  
facilities; education; and healthcare. 

He previously served as lead counsel on financings  
for the Virginia Port Authority, where he analyzed  
several Privatization and Public-Private Partnership 
opportunities for the Ports. He speaks frequently on 
Infrastructure Privatization, and trains and consults with 
foreign governments on the subject. He has been 
selected by his peers for inclusion in The Best Lawyers 
in America®. Mr. Richardson was formerly in the U.S. 
Foreign Service, and speaks fluent Chinese. He writes 
about Asia and foreign policy for Policy Review.  
Mr. Richardson was educated at Brown, Princeton,  
and Columbia.

Lloyd Richardson
3311 Twentieth Street North
Arlington, VA 22207
ph: 202.329.5931 fax: 571.527.0223
richardson.lloyd@gmail.com

Lloyd Richardson

M e d i c a l  M a l p r a c t i c e 
L a w

In practice for 15 years, Susan Mitchell 
has devoted her career to the  
representation of healthcare 
professionals. She has extensive  
experience as a trial and appellate 
attorney defending healthcare  

providers in professional liability litigation. Ms. Mitchell 
served as Chairman of the Medical Malpractice Section 
of the Virginia Association of Defense Attorneys in 
2008. Ms. Mitchell also served on the Board of 
Governors of the Virginia State Bar Health Law Section. 
She regularly serves as a continuing legal education 
instructor and guest lecturer at George Mason 
University School of Law. Ms. Mitchell has been invited 
by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Virginia 
to serve a three year faculty term for the Harry L. 
Carrico Professionalism Course. 

McCarthy Massey & Mitchell, PC
9200 Church Street, Suite 320
Manassas, VA  20110
ph: 703.330.2726
www.mmmlegal.com
smitchell@mmmlegal.com

Susan L. Mitchell

M e d i c a l  M a l p r a c t i c e  L a w
Daniel E. Schultz has been representing 
the seriously injured and their families  
in medical negligence cases against  
hospitals, HMO’s, physicians and other 
health care providers for over thirty years. 
Throughout this time Mr. Schultz has con-
sistently received Martindale-Hubbell’s 
highest rating for ethical standards and 

legal ability in its annual assessment of attorneys in the 
United States. In addition to being identified as a Best 
Lawyer in the District of Columbia in the field of medical 
negligence by The Best Lawyers in America® , Mr. Schultz 
has also been designated by Law and Politics as one of its 
Super Lawyers in the District of Columbia. Mr. Schultz’s suc-
cess in representing clients in medical negligence cases is 
reflected by his certified membership in both the Million 
Dollar Advocates Forum and the Multi-Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum, a distinction that less than 1% of attor-
neys in the United States can claim.  Mr. Schultz is a mem-
ber of the American Association for Justice, the D.C. Trial 
Lawyers Association, and the Maryland Association for 
Justice. His comments on tort reform and other issues can 
be found on his blog, www.legalsmeegal.blotspot.com.

Schultz & Trombly, PLLC
1050 17th Street, NW, Suite 1250
Washington, DC 20036
ph: 202.775.8888 fax: 202.457.0343
www.schultztrombly.com

Daniel E. Schultz

P e r s o n a l  I n j u r y 
L i t i g at i o n
Automobile Accidents,  
Product Liability Litigation, 
Premises Liability

With over three decades of legal 
experience, Ken Trombly’s law  
practice focuses on catastrophic injury 

cases, such as traumatic brain damage and wrongful 
death. Designated one of the D.C. area’s Super 
Lawyers by Law & Politics magazine in 2009, he is a 
Past-President of the D.C. Trial Lawyers Association. 
Mr. Trombly is also a member of the Academy of Trial 
Advocacy, as well as the Million Dollar Advocates 
Forum. Licensed in the District of Columbia and in 
Maryland, he has been AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell 
(its highest rating) since 1989.

Schultz & Trombly, PLLC
1050 17th Street, NW, Suite 1250
Washington, DC 20036
ph: 202.775.8888 fax: 202.457.0343
www.schultztrombly.com
kmt@schultztrombly.com

Kenneth M. Trombly
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the emergency room. Among other  
injuries, she sustained a torn labrum in 
her hip, and she underwent surgery for 
her hip and back.

On behalf of the woman and her  
husband, Bekman, a trial attorney  
with four decades of 
experience, filed a lawsuit 
against the hospital as 
well as the elevator repair 
company. At trial, Bekman 
presented evidence  
demonstrating that in  
the six months prior to 
the woman’s accident,  
the hospital received  
32 complaints about  
the elevator. 

Key to the case was just how much care 
the defendants owed to passengers in 
the elevator. In the court’s instructions to 
the jury, the trial judge relied on a 1906 
case that held that owners and operators 
of elevators owe a heightened duty of 
care similar to any common carrier, such 
as trains. The trial judge instructed the 
jury that the hospital “is bound to exer-
cise the highest degree of care and skill 
and diligence . . . practicable under the 
circumstances to guard against injury to 
individuals riding on those elevators.”

Relying on those instructions, the jury 
found that the hospital was liable. It 
awarded the woman $264,500 for pain 
and suffering, and awarded an additional 
$35,000 to her and her husband for loss 
of consortium. “It was a modest amount 
but not insignificant,” says Bekman, who 
has won a significant number of  

levators and escalators should 
be safer in Maryland following a 
decision earlier this year, in 
which Maryland’s highest court 
ruled that operators of those 

systems owe passengers the highest 
duty of care. The case involved an  
accident aboard an elevator at a  
hospital, in which a jury awarded a 
woman about $300,000 injured when  
the elevator in which she was riding 
slammed to a halt, injuring her back  
and hip.

“It is an important case because it reaf-
firms the longstanding rule of law here 
in Maryland that when you own or oper-
ate an elevator or escalator, you owe the 
highest duty of care to your patrons,” 
says Paul D. Bekman of Baltimore’s 
Salsbury Clements Bekman Marder & 
Adkins, who tried the case. The case 
will have a positive impact on  
elevator safety in the state by  
compelling operators and owners to 
make sure elevators are functioning 
properly so that passengers aren’t 
injured, he adds, and “is an example of 
where the law has done a good thing.”

In addition to its importance to public 
safety, the case was of great interest to 
the legal community because it relied on 
precedent set more than 100 years 
ago—at a time when elevator technolo-
gy was very different—and not revisited 
by the court since the 1930s. 

The case stemmed from an incident at a 
hospital in Baltimore, in which a woman, 
after visiting her ailing stepfather in the 
hospital, stepped aboard the hospital 
elevator. The elevator, headed down to 
the lobby, malfunctioned and slammed 
unexpectedly to a stop. The woman, 
now complaining of severe back pain, 
was unable to get out of the elevator by 
herself, and was taken by wheelchair to 

Pa u l  B e k m a n ’ s  C r u s a d e  
t o  M a k e  H o s p i ta l  E l e vat o r s  S a f e r

E
multi-million-dollar verdicts in a wide 
variety of serious cases involving  
personal injury and wrongful death. 
However, the jury found in favor of the 
repair company, determining it was 
not negligent.

The hospital appealed the 
verdict, arguing that trial 
court’s instruction was in 
error. The law on which 
the trial judge instructed 
the jury was antiquated, it 
argued; elevator owners 
and operators today 
should not be held the 
highest standard of care 
that common carriers owe 
to passengers because 
modern elevators are 
automatic, while elevators 
in 1906 were operated 

manually. Instead, it argued 
owners of elevators owe pas-
sengers only a reasonable 

duty of care, not the heightened stan-
dard to which common carriers are held.

But the Court of Special Appeals agreed 
with the plaintiffs and affirmed the trial 
court’s decision, issuing a 50-page  
decision that detailed the history of  
elevator law in the state. The defendant 
appealed again to the Maryland Court of 
Appeals, which typically takes only about 
5 percent of cases. But the state’s high 
court, too, agreed with the longstanding  
precedent on elevator law and affirmed 
the trial court.

The decision is an important one for 
public safety, says Bekman, given that 
millions of people ride elevators and 
escalators each year. “When you’re a 
hospital or any place that has very  
extensive use of an elevator, it’s all the 
more necessary that you provide safe 
travel to your patrons,” he says.

 “ W  hen you own or operate an elevator 
     or escalator, you owe the  h ighest  duty 
        of  care  to your patrons.”   – P a u l  B e k m a n

e x ceptiona        l  case  
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Phillip Schwartz
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With an astounding 40 years of practice 
under his belt, renowned attorney Phillip 
Schwartz lends his considerable expertise 
and rock solid reputation to the firm of 
Schwartz & Associates, LLC, handling 
major family law cases and related tax 
issues, including trials, negotiation,  
consultant to lawyers, providing expert 
testimony and appearing as counsel  
pro hac vice in trials in other states and  
foreign countries, and tracing and return-
ing funds hidden in offshore locations. 

Mr. Schwartz’ practice typically involves 
cases with a strong international element, 
as with the distribution or valuing of  
foreign assets, the recovery of abducted 
children from abroad, or enforcement of 
foreign court orders within the US. He  
is recognized both nationally and  
internationally for his expertise in US and 
international family law. Fluent in French, 
Spanish, and Russian, he has appeared 
as co-counsel outside of Virginia in five 
states, as an expert witness in seven 
states and two foreign countries, and has 
testified before the Judiciary Committee 
of the US Senate on behalf of the 
American Bar Association in support of 
the Senate giving its Advice and Consent 
to ratification of the Hague Child 
Abduction Convention, as well as  
testifying six other times before Senate 
and House committees for the passage 
of various family law related bills.

Even after after four decades of  
dealing with the law and all of its  
complexities, Mr. Schwartz’ fascination 
with his job has not wavered. He has 
been cited in Best Lawyers in America®, 
World’s Leading Litigation Lawyers 
(London), Preeminent Lawyers in the 
United States,and in Washingtonian 
Magazine as one of “Top Divorce 
Lawyers” in the region, and is a Founding 
Fellow and past-President of the 
International Academy of Matrimonial 
Lawyers and the Founding President of 
its USA Chapter, as well as a Fellow and 
past-Vice President of the American 
Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers. He was 
also conferred as a Diplomate of the 
American College of Family Trial Lawyers, 
an organization that is limited to100  
lawyers nationwide, and of which he is 
the only member from the State of 
Virginia. His practice is closely associated 
with the 11-lawyer family law firm of 
Shoun, Bach, Walinsky & Curran, PC,  
with which he acts as Of Counsel.
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SELECTED ONCE AGAIN

Howard A. Janet, Ken Suggs, Robert K. Jenner and Dov Apfel of
Janet, Jenner & Suggs, LLC, have once again been selected by
their peers for inclusion in Best Lawyers in America®.

COMMITMENT AND EXPERTISE

For decades the named principals of Janet, Jenner & Suggs, LLC
and the newest partner in the firm, Dov Apfel, have earned the
respect of members of the bench, the bar, and most importantly,
their clients. Each of them has secured record-breaking verdicts
and settlements in highly complex personal injury litigation, not
only on their home turf, but also across the nation.

The firm, which includes 16 lawyers who collectively are admitted
to practice in 10 states and the District of Columbia, concentrates
its practice on five key types of litigation: Medical Malpractice
(with an emphasis on Birth Injuries), Pharmaceutical and Medical
Device Product Liability, Toxic Environmental Hazards, Complex
Serious Personal Injury, and Business Litigation.

A RECORD OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Howard A. Janet has obtained record-breaking jury awards and
settlements throughout much of the nation on behalf of children
suffering from cerebral palsy. However, his accomplishments have
not been limited to cases involving cerebral palsy or birth injuries.
Mr. Janet has extensive experience in cancer misdiagnosis, surgical
and anesthesia errors and numerous other breakdowns in health
care. He has expanded the rights of victims of all forms of medical
malpractice through cases he has won at Maryland’s highest
appellate court. Many of Mr. Janet’s cases have been featured in
national media such as Dateline NBC, The Washington Post,
USA Today and Jet Magazine.

Robert K. Jenner has received wide-ranging recognition for his
accomplishments in the area of pharmaceutical and medical
device liability. He has secured precedent-setting recoveries
involving dangerous blood products and menopausal hormone
therapy. Among the projects he is currently focusing on are
menopausal hormone therapy, Vioxx®, infusion pain pumps and
class certification of poisonous chemical exposure claims in

Dayton, Ohio. Mr. Jenner was a member of a team of lawyers
whose efforts earned them the 2009 Trial Lawyers of the Year
Award in Maryland.

Ken Suggs has served as lead counsel in numerous highly complex
trials and obtained many unprecedented results in the process.
From verdicts against the largest utility in South Carolina and one
of the countries largest pharmaceutical companies to record-
breaking results in birth injury litigation, Mr. Suggs has made his
mark as one of the nation’s top trial lawyers. Mr. Suggs is a past
president of the American Association for Justice (formerly the
Association of Trial Lawyers of America).

The newest addition to Janet, Jenner & Suggs is not new to
Best Lawyers. Dov Apfel has been one of the nation’s leading
authorities in birth injury litigation for many years. He is the most
prolific and authoritative author on the subject in the legal
community. His abilities to recognize and effectively pursue cases
on behalf of children with cerebral palsy are well documented.
He is even relied upon by many in the medical community to
lecture on risk management techniques directed toward avoiding
birth injuries.

Ken Suggs

Howard A. Janet Robert K. Jenner

Dov Apfel
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